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Cornerstone           Pneumatology – Part 1             9/6/26 
 

 
 Introduction 

 
 

o The 3rd person of the Triune God – the Holy Spirit.  
 

o An introduction to what he does 
 

 He adopts, he baptizes, he bears witness, he calls to ministry, he 
convicts, he empowers, he fills, he seals, he guards, he helps, he 
illuminates, he indwells, he intercedes, he leads, he produces fruit, 
he sanctifies, he regenerates, he reminds, he convicts of sin, he 
resurrects, he makes shepherds, he sends, he strengthens, he 
teaches.  
 

 It is impossible to live the Christian life apart from the Holy Spirit 
 

 
 

1. The Personhood of the Holy Spirit 
 
a. We might hear people refer to the Holy Spirit as "it," or the Spirit is "a force," 

"energy," or "power."  
 

b. But the Spirit is a he; a person; a personal being; and he is just as much a 
personal being as God the Father and God the Son. He is a he. 
 

c. The Scripture refers to him with personal pronouns, not as an “it” 
 

d. Having said that, the Spirit does desire a different emphasis upon himself 
than, say, God the Father and the Son.  
 

e. Even so, that in no way de-emphasizes the personhood of the Holy Spirit.  

A. Terms of personality 

 The Spirit is spoken of as “life” – of the living God/gives life/of life in Christ 
 
Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 
the law of sin and of death. 
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2 Corinthians 3:3 being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, 
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone 
but on tablets of human hearts.  
 

 The Spirit has intelligence – of wisdom, understanding, knowledge/directed, 
counseled, taught 
 
Isaiah 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD.  
 
Isaiah 40:13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as His counselor has 
informed Him?  
 

 The Spirit distributes gifts  
 
1 Corinthians 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually just as He wills.  

B.   The Spirit performs actions which indicate personhood 

 He is presented as doing that which persons do; speaking, interceding, 
commanding, teaching, testifying, reproving, guiding and praying 
 
Acts 8:29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join this chariot.”  
 
Romans 8:26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for words 
 
1 Corinthians 2:13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human 
wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with 
spiritual words.  
 
John 15:26 “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me”  
 
John 16:8 “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment” 
 
Romans 8:15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! 
Father!”  
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 He is presented as having certain acts done toward Him which could only fit a 

person: obeyed, lied to, resisted, vexed, grieved, blasphemed, and 
outraged/insulted (e.g. Acts 10:19-21; 5:3; 7:51; Isa 63:10; Eph 4:30; Matt 12:31; 
Heb 10:29) 
 
Acts 5:3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 
Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?  
 
We cannot lie to an it. 
 
C. Summary on personality 
 

 John Walvoord: “It is a fundamental revelation of Scripture that the Holy Spirit is 
a person in the same sense that God the Father is a person and the Lord Jesus 
Christ is a person” (Walvoord, The Holy Spirit, 5). 
 

 Leon Morris: “The explanation is surely that John habitually thought of the Spirit 
in personal terms, as ‘He’ rather than ‘It’” (Morris, Spirit of the Living God, 36). 

 
 
2. The Deity of the Holy Spirit 
 

A. Divine characteristics. 
 

 The Holy Spirit possesses all the same divine attributes as God the Father and 
God the Son. 
 

 We looked at this a bit in our study of the Trinity 
 

 Everything true of God is true of the three Persons of the Trinity 
 

Divine Attributes 
of the Triune God 

God the Father God the Son  God the Spirit 

Eternal / uncreated Psalm 90:2 Before 
the mountains were 
born Or You gave 
birth to the earth 
and the world, 
Even from 
everlasting to 

John 1:2 He was in 
the beginning with 
God.  
John 8:58 Jesus said 
to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, 
before Abraham 
was born, I am.”  

Gen 1:1–2 In the 
beginning God 
created the heavens 
and the earth. The 
earth was formless 
and void, and 
darkness was over 
the surface of the 
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everlasting, You 
are God.  
 

Colossians 1:17 He 
is before all things, 
and in Him all 
things hold 
together.  
 

deep, and the Spirit 
of God was moving 
over the surface of 
the waters.  
 
Heb 9:14 how 
much more will the 
blood of Christ, 
who through the 
eternal Spirit 
offered Himself 
without blemish to 
God, cleanse your 
conscience from 
dead works to 
serve the living 
God?  

Omnipotent Job 42:2 “I know 
that You can do all 
things, And that no 
purpose of Yours 
can be thwarted.  
 
Daniel 4:35 “All the 
inhabitants of the 
earth are accounted 
as nothing, But He 
does according to 
His will in the host 
of heaven and 
among the 
inhabitants of 
earth; and no one 
can ward off His 
hand or say to 
Him, ‘What have 
You done?’  
 

John 1:3 All things 
came into being 
through Him, and 
apart from Him 
nothing came into 
being that has 
come into being.  
 

Gen 1:1–2 In the 
beginning God 
created the heavens 
and the earth. 2 The 
earth was formless 
and void, and 
darkness was over 
the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit 
of God was moving 
over the surface of 
the waters.  
 
Rom 1:4 who was 
declared the Son of 
God with power by 
the resurrection 
from the dead, 
according to the 
Spirit of holiness, 
Jesus Christ our 
Lord 

Omniscience Psalm 147:4–5 He 
counts the number 
of the stars; He 
gives names to all 

John 1:48–49 
Nathanael said to 
Him, “How do You 
know me?” Jesus 

Isa 40:13 Who has 
directed the Spirit 
of the Lord, or as 
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of them. Great is 
our Lord and 
abundant in 
strength; His 
understanding is 
infinite.  
 

answered and said 
to him, “Before 
Philip called you, 
when you were 
under the fig tree, I 
saw you.” 
Nathanael 
answered Him, 
“Rabbi, You are the 
Son of God; You 
are the King of 
Israel.”  
 
John 2:25 and 
because He did not 
need anyone to 
testify concerning 
man, for He 
Himself knew what 
was in man.  

His counselor has 
informed Him?  
 
1 Cor 2:11 For who 
among men knows 
the thoughts of a 
man except the 
spirit of the man 
which is in him? 
Even so the 
thoughts of God no 
one knows except 
the Spirit of God.  

Omnipresent Acts 17:28 for in 
Him we live and 
move and exist, as 
even some of your 
own poets have 
said, ‘For we also 
are His children.’  
 

Matthew 28:20 
teaching them to 
observe all that I 
commanded you; 
and lo, I am with 
you always, even to 
the end of the age.”  

Psalm 139:7 Where 
can I go from Your 
Spirit? Or where 
can I flee from 
Your presence?  

Perfectly good/love 1 John 4:10 In this is 
love, not that we 
loved God, but that 
He loved us and 
sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for 
our sins.  
 

John 15:9 “Just as 
the Father has 
loved Me, I have 
also loved you; 
abide in My love.  
 

Romans 15:30 Now 
I urge you, 
brethren, by our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the love of 
the Spirit, to strive 
together with me in 
your prayers to 
God for me 

 The Holy Spirit shares all the divine attributes, just as the Son and the Father. 
Thus, the Holy Spirit is truly God. And, therefore, God is Triune – Tri – meaning 
3, and -une, meaning a unity; united 
 

B. The Spirit is Identified with Yahweh 
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 The writers of Hebrews says that the Spirit spoke through the prophet Jeremiah 
 
Heb 10:15-17 But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said 
before, 16“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write 
them,” 17then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no 
more.” 18Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for 
sin. 
 
Jer 31:33-34 “But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34No more shall 
every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, 
says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no 
more.” 
 

 Hebrews 10 quotes Jeremiah 31. Jeremiah tells us that Yahweh/LORD 
spoke. However, the writer of Hebrews says that it was the Holy Spirit 
who spoke. Therefore, the Holy Spirit is identified with Yahweh, which 
tells us that the Holy Spirit shares the attributes of Yahweh, namely, deity. 

 
 Summary: Since the Holy Spirit shares the divine attributes with God the Father 

and God the Son, and since he is identified with Yahweh, the Holy Spirit is truly 
God. 
 

3. Heresies Concerning the Holy Spirit: 
 

 A number of aberrant beliefs have arisen over church history concerning the 
Holy Spirit. The following are a few examples. 
 

A. Sabellianism 
 
 At times, the belief has been asserted: “There is one God, but he manifests or 

shows himself in different ways. Sometimes he operates or shows himself as 
the Father or the Spirit, sometimes as the Son.” 

 
i. Based upon what we have just studied about the Holy Spirit, what 

is wrong with this?  
 

ii. It affirms the one person of God, but denies the individual 
personhood of the Holy Spirit.  
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iii. In church history, this is called Sabellianism, also referred to as 
Modalism, because it teaches that the Spirit is a mode or form of 
God. 
 

B. Arianism 
 

a. There is a view which taught that there is one God, however, the one God 
created God the Son. Thereafter, God the Son then created the Holy Spirit. 

 
i. What is wrong with that view?  

 
ii. This is called Arianism.  

 
iii. It was officially condemned by God’s people at the Council of 

Nicaea (325) and Constantinople (381). 
 

C. Socinianism 
 

 Denies the personhood of the Holy Spirit, and thus, denies his deity and 
the Trinity altogether 
 

 Some unitarian movements affirm Socinianism 
 

 
o The Spirit is God. And he deserves that we say what is true about him. 

 
o Finally, if we believe these errors, we are worshiping a false God; an idol. 

 
o So, out of love for; reverence of; glory to the Holy Spirit, we must say 

what is true of him:   
 

The Holy Spirit is a divine Person, eternal, underived, possessing all the 
attributes of personality and deity including intellect (1 Cor 2:10-13), 
emotions (Eph 4:30), will (1 Cor 12:11), eternality (Heb 9:14), omnipresence 
(Ps 139:7-10), omniscience (Isa 40:13-14), omnipotence (Rom 15:13), and 
truthfulness (John 16:13). In all the divine attributes He is coequal and 
consubstantial with the Father and the Son (Matt 28:19; Acts 5:3-4; 28:25-
26; 1 Cor 12:4-6; 2 Cor 13:14; and Jer 31:31 34 with Heb 10:15-17). 

 
 
 

 


