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James 5:1-20




1 Now listen, you rich people, weep and

wail because of the misery that is coming on you.
2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten
your clothes.

3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their
corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh
like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last

days.
4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the
workers who mowed your fields are crying out
against you. The cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.




5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
iIndulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day
of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and murdered the innocent
/ Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the
Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the
land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for
the autumn and spring rains.

8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the
Lord’s coming is neat.

9 Don't grumble against one another, brothers and
sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing
at the door!



10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in
the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in
the name of the Lord.

11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have
persevered. You have heard of Job’s
perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally
brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and
mercy.

12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—
not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. All you
need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you
will be condemned.

13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is
anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise.




14 |s anyone among you sick? Let them call the
elders of the church to pray over them and anoint
them with oll in the name of the Lord.

15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the
sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If
they have sinned, they will be forgiven.

16 Therefore, confess your sins to each other and
pray for each other so that you may be

healed. The prayer of a righteous person is
powerful and effective.

17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He
prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did
not rain on the land for three and a half years.
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8 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and
the earth produced its crops.

9 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should
wander from the truth and someone should bring that
person back,

20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the
error of their way will save them from death and cover
over a multitude of sins.
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“ The greatest distance
in the world is
the eighteen inches
between the head
and the heart.”

%

James has spent five chapters
helping us bridge that distance...
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4 Look! The wagigs gou failed to pay the

workers who mowe

your fields are crying out

against you. The cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.

5 You have lived on earth in luxury and self-
iIndulgence. You have fattened yourselves in

the day of slaughter.

6 You have condemned and murdered the
Innocent one, who was not opposing you.




Day labourers in
the

| ancient world
~ lived hand to
- rRaidh.
_daily...

- No pay = no
food.



Justice is fast disappearing here

Bot favifll never be absent in
Heaven.

No
Injustice
yeexploitation is

(aveetiay.
No cry of the oppressed faIIs

unheard.
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A Word to the
It speaks lﬁl@@ryt

generation
It speaks into business

ethics.
It speaks into employment

practices.
It speaks into how we treat people who

depend on us.
It speaks into honesty when no one is

watching.
Christianity is not Sunday-only
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Patient Endura3nce Until the Lord

comes James 5:7-

/ Be patient, thgﬁ, brothers and sisters,
until the Lord’s coming. See how the
farmer waits for the land to yield its
valuable crop, patiently waiting for the
autumn and spring rains.

8 You too, be patient and stand firm,
because the Lord’s coming is neat.
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Strengthen Your
Hearts

Don't be emotionally shaken loose by
circumstances.
Don't interpret God's silence as God's

absence
Don’t measure God’s faithfulness by your

feelings. " ‘
Anchor your heart in the promise that Christisaees =
coming. "
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© Don't Grumble Against One

____ Another
James is
realistic.

Church

life is not
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The Prophets anfc'ijob: Examples of

il Endurance ¥%.10-
~ They

suffered.
They were

rejected.
They were

persecuted.
Yet they

endured.
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A Church That Prays in Every
Season James >:13-
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Suffering and

Prayer
James does not say:

complain
isolate yourself
pretend it isn't
H happening
e
aod always

S
ears.

God always

answers,
And God

is always




Joy and
Worship

It is almost humorous how balanced
James is.

He will not let us be gloomy saints or shallow
optimists
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sick and Needing

Prayer V-1
gathered 4
church in
Heggiders pray in
faith
The sick person is not
isolated

The church comes to
them
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Confessfbn and
Healing?

Is one of the most mlsunderstood

versesin James
It does not promote public exposure of every

private sin
But it does call for honesty, humility, and

openness within the body of Christ
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The Power of

ames 5:17-
Elijah’ sPra er
Exangle He prayed
human And  fervently...
like us. a?(}até”d
RO

Not because ElljaH%éfé‘ extraordinary—but
becauSe God is.
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Restoring tHe Wandering

. James 5:19-
Believer—,,

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the
truth...
ignore
James does not them
Say. o o
criticise
them

abandon
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The Gospel at the Heart of
James

James ends not with a blessing, but with a
mission:

Rescue the wandering.
That is how the letter finishes.
Not with theory.

But with action.




Real Faith

Produces . .
perseveres in trials

resists temptation
controls the
tongue

submits to God
does not love the
world

endures suffering
prays in every




Finishing Well

We keep our eyes on the coming of the Lord.
¢

Chapter 1: Faith is tested

Chapter 2: Faith works

Chapter 3: Faith speaks wisely
Chapter 4: Faith submits humbly
Chapter 5: Faith perseveres patiently

James began with scattered believers.
He ends with a gathered hope.

And all of it is lived
in the light of the coming of the Lord.

One day:
e prayer will become praise » suffering will end
o faith will become sight  wandering will cease

o patience will no longer be needed e and Christ will appear in glory
Jesus said:

“Surely I am coming soon.”

And the church responds:

“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”
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