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a. The danger of ignorance

1. Receive the message of God’s Promise (3:17-18)

EPHESIANS 4:17-19

17 Now this | say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer
walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. ™ They are
darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of
God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the
hardening of their hearts. 1 They have hecome callous and have
given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind
of impurity.
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b. The hope of understanding

ISAIAH 46:5-11 (continued)

Remember this and stand firm ... | am God, and there is no
other; | am God and there is none like me, declaring the end
from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done,
saying, “My counsel shall stand, and | will accomplish all my
purpose” .... | have spoken, and | will bring it to pass; | have
purposed, and | will do it.

ISAIAH 46:5-11

To whom will you liken me and make me equal ... (to those)
who hire a goldsmith and make it into a god; then fall down and
worship! They lift it to their shoulders, they carry it, they set it in
place, and it stands there; it cannot move from its place ....

2. Respond to the call of repentance (3:19-21)
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a. The need for a change of mind

PSALM 51:1-2

" Have mercy on me, 0 God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin!
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b. The offer of times of refreshing

PSALM 51:7, 9-10
7 Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and |
shall be whiter than snow.

? Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 1
Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit
within me.



¢. The promise of restoration

1 PETER 1:10-11

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about
the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, "
inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was
indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the
subsequent glories.
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ACTS 1:6

6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will
you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

ACTS 133, 7

5He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about
the kingdom of God.

"He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons
that the Father has fixed by his own authority.



DANIEL 2:44

4 And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be
left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these
kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever,

3. Listen to-the witness of the prophets (3:22-24)

3. Listen to-the witness of the prophets (3:22-24)

a. The witness of Moses
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DEUTERONOMY 18:18

18 | will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their
brothers. And | will put my words in his mouth, and he shall
speak to them all that | command him.

DEUTERONOMY 18:22

22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word
does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the
LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously.
You need not be afraid of him.

DEUTERONOMY 18:19

19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in
my name, | myself will require it of him.

DEUTERONOMY 13:1-3

1 “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and
gives you a sign or a wonder, % and the sign or wonder that he
tells you comes to pass, and if he says, ‘Let us go after other
gods,” which you have not known, ‘and let us serve them,’ 3 you
shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of
dreams. For the LORD your God is testing you, to know whether
you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul.
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JOHN 6:14; 7:40

¥ When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said,
“This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!”

4 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This
really is the Prophet.”

LUKE 24:25-27

2 And he said to them, “0 foolish ones, and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter
into his glory?” 2 And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself.

b. The witness of the prophets

4. Rest in the blessing of God's servant (3:25-26)
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a. The blessing promised through Abraham

b. The blessing fulfilled in Jesus

GALATIANS 3:6-14

6just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness™?

8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham,
saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”

" s0 that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to
the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit
through faith.
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