
Question:  

Where did Jesus go right after He died? 
 

 

• Two popular views:! 

 

1. Jesus descended into hell (“sheol,” or “hades”). 

 

 

 

 

 

      “led captivity captive” (Eph. 4:8). 

 

SHEOL 

 

   Two-Compartment Theory 

                                                             Paradise                                                                                                             
                                                                           (“Abraham’s Bosom)                                    Upper Part 

All Old Testament 

believers 

  

 
                                                                     “great gulf fixed” 

                     (Luke 16:26) 

 

                                                      Place of Torment                               Lower Part 
                                                                           All Old Testament                                     

Unbelievers 

    

           

“Preached unto the spirits  

                                                                        in prison” (1 Peter 3:19) 

 

 

2. Jesus went directly to heaven. 

 

Primary passages to consider: 

 

- Acts 2:27 

 

 

 

 

- 1 Peter 3:19-20 

 

 

 

 

!

!

 Heaven 
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- 1 Peter 4:6 

 

 

 

 

- Ephesians 4:8-9 

 

 

 

 

- Luke 16:23, 26 

 

 

 

 

Secondary passages to consider: 

 

- Luke 23:46 (compare with 23:43) 

 

 

 

 

 

- Matthew 17:2-3 (the transfiguration) 

 

 

 

 

 

- Genesis 5:24 (Enoch’s translation into heaven?) 

 

 

 

 

 

- 2 Kings 2:11 (Elijah “went up by a whirlwind to heaven.”) 

 

 

 

 

 

- 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 
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