Those among us who subscribe to the teachings of traditional Chinese medicine might think highly of warm water. However, Jesus’ perception of Laodicea’s spiritual condition has more in common with beach-goers on a sweltering summer’s day, or hot-spring enjoyers on a chilly winter’s night than the Chinese community worldwide. Because the church of Laodicea is lukewarm—neither cold nor hot—Jesus tells them He will spit them out of His mouth (v.16). 

The church of Ephesus lacked love. Pergamum and Thyatira struggled with compromise. Sardis and Laodicea? They wrestled with complacency. Unlike the churches before them, Sardis and Laodicea seem to have no problem with persecution. Jesus makes no mention of that in His letters to them. While this may sound unbelievably good to Christ-followers who are suffering intense persecution, such as the churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia, the lack of pressure in Sardis may have contributed to its spiritual death or slumber. Laodicea is no different: they are able to find in themselves everything that they need. Because of this, they do not see their need for Christ. They are lukewarm in their love for Jesus because they do not realize how wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked they truly are (v.17). 

As we go through Jesus’ last letter to the seven churches of Revelation, do we also, like those in the city of Laodicea, find everything that we need in our city of Hong Kong? Do we too fail to realize that we are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked, and that our only cure is Christ? Even if that is true, the amazing love and grace of God is more than enough for us: for behold, He moves towards and for us. He stands at the door and knocks (v.20a). Be zealous and repent of your lukewarm state today, church of Christ, for He desires nothing more than for us to seek Him. In his great love for us, He will make Himself found. 


1. Have you ever experienced a love or passion for a sports team, a band, or a celebrity etc.? Why did you find yourself drawn to them, and what would you do to express your love and / or devotion to them?

2. In verse 17, Jesus tells the church of Laodicea that they are “wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.” This is in stark contrast to what they say about themselves, which is that they are rich, that they have prospered, and that they need nothing. 

What might be behind the difference between the church of Laodicea’s self-perception, and the way that Jesus perceives them? Might those same things be present in our lives, and what would they look like?

3. Take the time now to read, meditate, and to pray over Psalm 139, especially verses 23-24. Ask for the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the truth of your need for Christ.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Break up into smaller groups afterward and pray for one another as you ask God to show you your need, but also His gift to you through Jesus.  
