In the opening verses of 1 John 2:7-8, John is referring to the Greatest Commandment, which was first passed down to the Israelites through Moses (Deut. 6:5). Jesus later redefined the commandment by telling the people, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” He also adds a second component by saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matt. 22:37-38) 

This is what John is referring to in verses 12-14, as he goes on to address three different groups of believers: little children, fathers, and young men. Would you love, John implores them, love God and love your neighbor, because of the things I am about to say to you?

Little children, would you love as Jesus loves? Your sins are forgiven by Him, for His name’s sake (v.12). Now that you know God the Father through Jesus His Son (v. 13c), would you love—with a childlike faith, with innocence, with passion and purity—as His Son loves? 

Fathers, remember your Heavenly Father. He who is constant, faithful, enduring, and unchanging. You have known Him who is from the beginning (v. 13a), so would you share your wisdom and experience with us? Become a witness. Produce a testimony to His character. Teach the little children, the young men, and all who have come after you to love.

Young men, you who are in the thick of the fight—you have overcome the evil one (v.13b). It is a high calling that all of us are called to, to love our neighbor as ourselves, to love our enemy as ourselves. But the Word of God abides in you, and so you are strong. Take heart, for the Lord has overcome (Jn. 16:33)—so in that find the encouragement, obedience, and strength to keep the covenant and commandment of love for your God and your neighbor. 

Church—little children, fathers and mothers, young men and women—will you love, as Jesus loves? 


1. We hear a lot about “self-love” in our current modern context. 
What do you think society is referring to when people talk about self-love? 

The love for self that we are wanting to have is one that is found firstly through Christ alone, and that is based on the foundations of God’s love for us. 
How do you think that love for self might overlap with or differ from society’s understanding of self-love? 

2. In redefining the term “neighbor”, Jesus used the Parable of the Good Samaritan as an example. To give you some insight into the hostility that both groups held towards each other, one of the worst insults a Jew could use was to call someone a Samaritan. 
Moreover, it is believed that sometime early in the first century, a group of Samaritans broke into and scattered human bones into the Temple in Jerusalem on the day of Passover—defiling the sanctuary and making it impossible for them to celebrate and to worship God on the most important festival of the year. 

Can you think of anyone in your life who is your neighbor, someone whom you might have deep animosity for, but God is calling you to forgive and to love? 
Why might that be the case, and what exactly do you think He is calling you to? 

3. It was Martin Luther King Jr. who said, “We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power to love.”

As you break up into smaller groups of three to four, take the time now to reflect and meditate on your answer to the second question. 

If you feel that God is calling you to take steps of active reconciliation with someone, share how you might do that with the rest of your group, and ask them to keep you accountable in doing so. 
If you don’t yet feel ready to reach out, think about the reasons why there is unforgiveness lingering in your heart, and share them with the rest of your group. 

End in prayer for one another, as you pray over each other’s capacities and abilities to forgive and love. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pray also for our church, that we would continue to grow and learn how we can walk with and love each other cross-generationally, little children, young men and women, and fathers and mothers alike. 

