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Our seasons of waiting are invitations to intimacy with God. Often, we
hesitate to approach Him, acting like nervous interns standing
outside a busy CEQO'’s office, wondering if He really has the time or
desire to listen to us. But through Christ, God’s door is always wide
open.

In Genesis 18, we see that we have access to God as His friends. The
LORD personally came and ate with Abraham. The LORD didn't hide
His plans for Sodom from Abraham because of their close covenant
relationship. Jesus offers us this same intimacy today. We are chosen

and known by Him as friends (John 15:15).

God is a personal friend, but He is also the Holy, Righteous Judge.
When He revealed that judgment was coming to Sodom, He showed
that His justice isn't arbitrary or based on a whim—He is careful,
measured, and reluctant to punish. Scripture warns us that a final day
of judgment is coming when Jesus returns to judge the world. It's a
heavy truth that might tempt us to pull away. But like Abraham, we
are invited to trust our Friend and hold onto His goodness, knowing

that "the Judge of all the earth" will always do what is just.

God’s justice didn't cause Abraham to run away. It moved him to
draw near. He stood before God and interceded for the city, praying
with bold reverence. As we grow closer to God, His heart becomes
our heart. We too are moved to plead for mercy and pray boldly for

the lost, the marginalized, and even our enemies.

Yet, Abraham's bold prayers weren't enough to save Sodom,
because not even ten righteous people could be found in the city.
This points us to our ultimate hope: Jesus, our perfect intercessor.
Where Abraham stopped at ten, Jesus intercedes for a world with
zero righteous people. He didn't just ask the Father to hold back His
wrath. He took the fire upon Himself on the cross so that we could be
covered in His righteousness.

Because Jesus lives forever to intercede for us, the veil is torn. Let's
step boldly into our Father’s arms, praying with confidence for
others, knowing our perfect intercessor is always pleading on our
behalf.




QUESTIONS

QUESTION ONE:

God is the Creator of the universe, yet He gives us direct access to
Himself. Who is the most influential or famous person you’ve ever
had to speak with, and how did you feel during that conversation?
Have you ever been nervous to approach someone important or
intimidating?

QUESTION TWO:

It is easy to feel close to God on a Sunday when we are singing or

listening to a sermon. But in the rhythm of a normal, stressful
weekday, how often do you feel that the Creator of the universe is
sitting right beside you? What distracts you from that reality during
the week?

QUESTION THREE:

When we pray, we are called to have both the reverence of a
creature before the Creator and the boldness of a friend of God.
What is one thing that holds you back from praying with true
reverence, and what is one thing that holds you back from praying
with true boldness? What does it look like practically to hold both
together?

QUESTION FOUR:

Reflect on your prayer life recently. What have you been praying for,
and how do your prayers align with God’s heart? What Scripture or

truths about God would you like to store in your heart so that you

can pray with even more passion and boldness?
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