It could be said that the theme of the first half of 1 John 2 is “love”. Interestingly enough, where John writes about love and charges his readers to love in verses 1-14, in verses 15-17 John warns against a certain form of love. “Do not love the world or anything in the world” (v.15), he says, for “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (v. 16b)— these things are not of or from God. 

John calls his readers to distance themselves from any desires that might draw them away from God, that distract them from making Him the sole focus of their lives. Though there are passions and desires that are not inherently sinful, we know that we have made a good thing into a bad thing when it consumes our every waking thought and becomes the sole motivator of our lives. It is all too easy for our love for the world to overpower and overcome our love for God—it corrupts. We also know that we do not love the way that God does when our love points back towards ourselves, when it is prideful, arrogant, self-centered. When it does everything but glorify God. 

The bad news is that by ourselves, we would never solely love God. If we were honest and self-aware, we would admit that we either love the world and God, or we love the world instead of God. This is bad news because love for the world draws us away from our love for God, and our love for God is what enables our love for others. But the good news is that God is unchanging. He is constant, enduring, and faithful. He allows Himself to be found, He answers those who seek Him (Matt. 7:7-8). Would you join us in seeking Him as He allows Himself to be found? Would you look towards Him instead of the fading things of the earth for an unchanging, enduring, and eternal love that will truly satisfy? 


1. It is intrinsic within human nature to love the things of the world more than the things of God. That is why it is important for us to develop a self-awareness for where our love for the world might be overpowering our love for God. 

As you think about the past week or even month, think about where and how you spend your time, what your eyes are focused on, and what you are spending your money on. Are you fixated on the things of the world, or on the things that are to come? 

2. In verse 16, John writes that “all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]What do you think John is referring to with these three things? What might they look like in your life, and how can you be guarding yourself against loving or chasing after these things more than you love and chase after God?

3. If we truly believe that God is who He says He is, then how would that move us to respond to this passage? Was there anything you shared in your groups last Sunday that you could dig even deeper into? Anything that your mid-week group could be speaking into, or keeping you accountable on?


As always, take the time to pray for one another as you end your discussion for the week. 
· Pray specifically that God would enlighten the eyes of your heart to understand and experience for yourself the breadth, length, height, and depth of Christ’s love which surpasses knowledge (Eph. 3:18-19)
· Pray that His love for you would move you to respond in like. That as you receive the mighty and magnificent love of God for you, it would result in a natural overflow of love for God, and love for His people
· Pray against and into the tensions you are experiencing, between the love for the world and love for God. As you wrestle with the desires of the flesh and eyes, pray that God would help you to see the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, such that you would count all other things as rubbish (Phil. 3:8)

