[bookmark: _GoBack]Part of the purpose of John’s letter is to testify that the risen Lord Jesus is the word of life—God Himself made manifest in the flesh (v.1-2). John desired to proclaim that truth to the people reading his letter (1 Jn. 1:2-3a), so that they, like the apostles before them, might also have fellowship with God the Father through His Son Jesus Christ (v.3), and with all of God’s children (v.3). 

Not only did John desire for his readers to know God, but he also wanted them to know that they knew—that we know God with assurance. When we are obedient to God in keeping His word and His commandments, then we will know that we know Him (1 Jn. 2:3, 5). If we love this world and the things in it, then we do not love as the Father loves (v.15) When we love one another, we know that we have been born of God and that we know Him (1 Jn. 3:7-8). God’s love is shown to be abiding in us, and it is perfecting us even now. For John, obedience and knowing God are intertwined; love and knowing God are inseparable. 

Just as John wrote these things to the Church, such that his joy, and the joy of his fellow apostles could be made complete (v.4)—is our joy made complete when we gather with our spiritual family in Christ, to love one another and to see each other walking in the truth (3 Jn. 4)? Do we scatter out of love for the lost and the needy? Because our joy cannot be made complete until we see the nations knowing, worshipping, and loving God as they are filled with the fullness of Him? As we reflect on this week’s passage and all that is to come, let us remember to love one another, “for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God (1 Jn. 4:7-8).”


1. Have you had moments of doubt about your relationship with God? What is the story (or stories) behind those moments, and how do you currently feel about your relationship with Him? 

2. John wrote that his joy could not be complete unless the readers of his letter were able to have fellowship with God the Father and Jesus the Son (1 Jn. 1:3-4). 

Similar to John, do you have people in your life that your joy is dependent on? Do you want them to have fellowship with God, and with all of God’s children? How could you grow in loving them (or others around you) to best display this sense of fellowship with God and His children?

3. 1 John 4:9-10 states that the love of God was made manifest among us, as God sent His only Son into the world to be the propitiation for our sins, so that we might live through Him. This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to die for us. 

Take the time now to reflect on this week’s passage and on God’s great love for us. 
Break up afterwards into smaller groups of three to four, to share with one another what your walk with God looks like, and whether or not you are able to have the assurance that you are knowing and enjoying God. 

End the night by encouraging and praying for one another, and by speaking the truth in love into each other’s lives as we reflect on what it means to have fellowship with God and fellowship with one another. 
