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We often live in the tension between our faith and reality. We know
the truth that God is sovereignly for us, yet we go home to broken
workplaces, struggling lives, and dysfunctional families, wondering
how His promises could ever come about. The comforting truth of
Scripture is that God’s perfect plan is carried out through imperfect
people.

Looking at Genesis 25, we see a covenant family filled with grief,
deceit, and favoritism. God’s promise passes through Isaac and
Rebekah, who wait twenty years in prayer through barrenness
before having twins, Esau and Jacob. Yet, their household is marked
by deep dysfunction.

In this story, Esau trades his priceless birthright for a single bowl of
stew to satisfy his immediate hunger. Like Esau, we so easily trade
eternal blessings for temporary idols, letting our immediate desires

pass over the goodness of God. We chase instant gratification,

forgetting that earthly things will never satisfy the eternity God has
placed in our hearts.

Yet, Scripture reveals that salvation is not based on our merit, family
background, or performance. As Paul reminds us in Romans, God’s
choice is rooted in His radical, undeserved grace. Neither Jacob nor
Esau deserved the blessing; Jacob was chosen not because he was
good, but because God is merciful.

We are all like two-year-olds trying to do things on our own,
constantly stumbling. We are saved not because we hold onto God
tightly enough, but because He holds onto us. Where we fail, Jesus
—the true firstborn—fasted in the wilderness and went to the cross
to secure our eternal inheritance. Today, let us lay down our idols,
rest in His complete work, and respond with deep repentance,
humility, and gratitude for His amazing grace.




QUESTIONS

QUESTION ONE:

What temporary comfort or instant gratification—like Esau’s bow! of
stew—do you most easily turn to when you feel exhausted or
stressed?

QUESTION TWO:

Isaac and Rebekah waited and prayed for 20 years before seeing
God’s promise fulfilled. In what area of your life are you currently

waiting on God, and how well are you seeking Him through prayer

while you wait?

QUESTION THREE:

When you think about your standing before God, do you secretly
measure your worth by your spiritual performance (routine of
devotionals, church service etc.) or do you truly rest in the humbling
reality that salvation is entirely an unearned gift of grace? How might
subtle pride or fear reveal where you are still relying on your own
efforts rather than the complete work of Christ?

QUESTION FOUR:

Where in your life are you acting like a self-sufficient child,
stubbornly insisting that you can manage your own path? What
specific fear or lack of trust is keeping you from letting go of the
wheel, and what practical steps can you take today to stop striving

and surrender fully to the Father, who is actively holding onto you?
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