Unlike his letters to the church of Ephesus, Pergamum, and Smyrna, Jesus doesn’t explicitly point out areas of correction for the church of Sardis. However, that doesn’t mean that His words for the church are any less severe. In fact, out of the seven churches of Revelation that were addressed, the letter to the church of Sardis might be the most damning one of all. 
While the church had the reputation of being alive, it was dead (v.1b). Jesus gives no further elaboration on what He means by this, and we are left with questions. Perhaps the church had fallen into the trap of “ecclesiastical sleepwalking”. They were going through the motions of “doing church” without pausing to consider “why church?” or “what does it mean to be the church?” Perhaps the church’s reputation preceded them. Those in the church felt a need to live up to past reputation without considering the heart behind it all. Or maybe it was the church’s comfortableness with complacency. Jesus never talks about any external threat or pressure that the church was facing, but perhaps that is what happens when the church, the bride of Christ, is all too ready to live a life of compromise and complacency. 
If the spiritually dead or slumbering church of Sardis was defined by its comfortableness with complacency, what would a church that is living and active look like? Would we delight in sharing the Father's love with one another, because He loved us first? Would we have hope in our hearts because of the work the Lord Jesus has done? And would we have the bravery to share the gospel with people who do not yet know God, because of the Spirit's life-changing and life-transforming work in us? Can we—because of our God—remain brave, strive to be different, and seek to be alive?

1. Can you recall a time in your life when everything was going well for you, and life was smooth-sailing? How was the condition of your spiritual life then? 

2. Please ask someone from your group to read out the passage of Acts 2:42-47. What can you identify from the passage that contributes to a healthy and living spiritual life and community? Are you able to engage in these practices today? If not, what might you change about your life to start putting these practices into play?

3. In the context of this week’s message, what might be some of the things that you feel God charging you to do that do not make sense to the nonbelievers around you? Why do you feel that they do not make sense, and what aspect / trait of God and His people might be revealed to you through these things? How can you put them into practice in the week to come?

