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Following the profound climax of Genesis 22—where God provided

a substitute for Isaac—Genesis 23 brings us into a quiet, deeply

human moment. We witness the reality of grief: Sarah dies at the

age of 127, and Abraham mourns and weeps for the wife who stood

by him through decades of waiting and wandering.

As sojourners in this world, we all carry grief. Life in a fallen creation

means that every step forward involves real sacrifice, loss, and the

inevitable reality of death. Yet Abraham’s response to his pain shows

us how to navigate our own seasons of grief with faith and purpose. 

Rather than letting his sorrow paralyze him, he moves to secure a

burial place for Sarah. Even in the middle of a mundane land

transaction, he points his heart—and ours—toward eternity. 

When offered a free tomb or a quick deal, Abraham refuses to take

shortcuts. Though he was a wealthy, respected “prince of God,” he

respectfully navigated local customs and paid the full price to

legally secure the Cave of Machpelah. In this way he lived out his

faith with absolute transparency and honor before the community

around him. 

God had promised Abraham both a vast nation and the entire land

of Canaan, yet at Sarah’s death he owned only a single cave. Buying

that small piece of ground became a down payment of faith—an

anchor placed in the promise that God’s plan extends far beyond

what our eyes can see in this l ifetime.

Whatever burdens or grief you carry today, hold fast. Live as a

person of faith and integrity where God has placed you, trusting that

His promises never fail, even when the fulfillment is beyond what we

can yet see.
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When grief or an unfulfilled longing sits heavily in your heart, how

might God be inviting you to bring it before the empty tomb? In what

ways could that very sorrow become a kind of “deposit”—something

that points beyond the present pain toward the hope of resurrection

and the lasting city whose designer and builder is God?

Q U E S T I O N  F O U R :

In the mundane rhythms of your life—whether at work, in

relationships, or in the decisions you face each day—where do you

find it hardest to hold onto an eternal perspective? What tends to

pull your attention toward only what is immediate, visible, or

temporary, and how might that shape the way you live?

Q U E S T I O N  T H R E E :

Instead of having a free deal, Abraham insisted on buying the cave

and field at full price, even though it was costly and he only needed a

burial place. When have you chosen integrity or the “right” way in an

ordinary situation, even when it cost you something?

Q U E S T I O N  T W O :

In your life till now, what is one loss or disappointment in your own

life that you have found hard to acknowledge or express?

Q U E S T I O N  O N E :
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