EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Wiy church of the

P messian

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH!

Women'’s jackets:
1 Small Sunday, November 18th, 2018

1 Extra-small

Making disciples of Jesus, gripped by the gospel, living for God'’s glory.

Kids’ jackets:
1 boy size 10
1 girl size 10

Save the Date The Baranyizigiye family is in need
of a few winter coats! To donate
please contact Candace at
candace.maynard@gmail.com
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Saturday, December 8th!
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For Prayer Exchange

9:15 /OLT lobby

We have two targets. Learner’s Exchange
To balance our books . lNovembcelr }11821 1 Fate - Esther 6
ecularism and the Gospe
we need $64,000 o] Avi P
Daniel Avitan Rev Canon George Sinclair - Rector
To balance our books , .
. . Save The Date B @messiah_church G’T Messiah Church Ottawa Sermons
without having to
b December 1st info@messiahchurch.ca
use a bequest n Church of the Messiah, Ottawa 315 Lisgar St., Ottawa, ON, K2P 0E1
we need $84,000 Carol Sing and Potluckdat @ messiahchurch.ca e 613-235-0506
i !
The Bible House! T Today's service: o _
bible.com/events/515075 Donate online: givings@messiahchurch.ca




The Story of Esther: Hidden God in a Broken World Praying for our MP’s

Dear Friends,

GROWING IN GRACE If our elected officials become Christians, would they govern better? Answering this blunt
question helps reveal some of the prejudices which guide our prayers.

I need to develop godly attitudes. ) ) ) ) )
In 1 Timothy 2:1-2, written while the mad and evil Nero was emperor, Paul wrote this,

“First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, and thanksgivings be made for all
people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may live a peaceful and quiet
life, godly and dignified in every way.”

A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
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Attitudes. Now this teaching is very simple. Christians are to pray for “kings and those in high
positions”. We are to pray for those who we like just as much as we are to pray for those
1) To humble yourself before the Lord is to begin to know the real world. we detest. We are to pray that they will govern in such a way that the people in the
2) If you seek the Lord as a means for your desired outcome, then you are not country live in peace and security. We are to pray that they govern in such a way that
seeking the Lord but an idol. our dignity as human beings is preserved. We are to pray that they govern in accord
3) Because the Lord is Lord, fate does not exist. with God’s moral laws. In other words, a law is not good because the procedures were

followed to pass the law. A law is good if it is in accord with, or in harmony with, what it
is truly good and true and beautiful. So we pray for kings and those in positions of high

| need to grow in prayer. authority,

A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you can Now, it is also good to pray that kings and those in high authority will come to a saving

pray without reading: faith in Jesus Christ. The Lord takes no delight in the death of a sinner, but that they
_ ] ) _ would turn from their wickedness and live. So we should pray for our Prime Minister, just
Almighty Lord, who is always present and active, | praise You that You do not act as we should pray for our neighbours, friends and co-workers. It is important that we

on a whim, or wait for us to do something so You can respond, but You have aplan  reqularly pray evangelistically. Pray that you will pray for the salvation of others!
and purpose that You are working out. Please help me to trust Your goodness and

Your plan, and to do those things which Your word written reveals for me to do. In - gyt pote that in all of this, we are really praying for two different things. Most of us, upon

the name of the Father, the son, and the Holy Spirit, three persons, one reflection, would acknowledge that just because a person is a Christian it does not follow

God, forever and ever. Amen. that they would be a better Prime Minister — or that if the Prime Minister became a Chris-
tian one day, he or she would be a Prime Minister better the next. We cannot fall into the

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart. conceit that Christians do everything, including governing, the best. Nowhere in the bible

does it teach that upon conversion, a Christian will now be the best. So we need to pray

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed for those in high positions to become Christians because we should be praying

belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”  evangelistically. We should pray that those in high positions to rule well, because the
Lord has commanded us to do that as well. Please pray for me that | will practice what |

Deuteronomy 29:29 write!

Please note how broad the scope of our prayers should be, “those in high positions”.
This means we should remember those who work in the civil service, especially at the
higher level. In Canada today, it means we should remember to pray for business

I need to do something or start to do something. leaders, University presidents, heads of major cultural organizations, the judiciary,
Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading leaders of our police and military, and heads of hospitals. | think all of these positions
me to are covered by the Bibles words. | know, that is a lot of people to pray for! Each of us is

to remember what the Bible says and do what we can. The major point is that many of
us complain about these institutions, but we do not pray for them. We have the time and
mental energy to complain and get angry — but not enough time and mental energy to
pray? What is wrong with this picture?
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