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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH!
We are glad you are here!  We are a prayerful, Bible-teaching, evangelical church in the 
heart of the city with a heart for the city and the world.  We are a member of the Anglican 
Network in Canada and part of the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans.  We seek to be 
a biblically faithful and orthodox church within the Anglican Way of following Jesus.  

Are you new?  Get connected!
Is this your first visit to Church of the    
Messiah?  Thank you for being with 
us.  Interested in learning more about            
Messiah and getting connected?  See the 
contact info below.

Nursery & Sunday School
Nursery (0 - 24 months) and Sunday 
School (2 yrs - Grade 6) are available at 
the 10am service.  Nursery children meet 
in the Green Room in the basement (ask 
a door host). Sunday school kids are 
invited to follow the cross after the last 
worship song. 

Today’s service: 
bible.com/
events/313334

Faith, Hope and Love
Reading: Galatians 5: 2-15

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
	 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
	 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
	 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in.  Do this in conjunction with A & B!
	
	 Attitudes. 
	 1) Sin flatters, but God speaks the truth and love.
	 2) After sin flatters, despair comes.  After God speaks the truth, peace comes.
	 3) Lord, please grow in me a blessed assurance that Jesus Christ has made me 		
	     God’s own forever.

I need to grow in prayer.
	 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible.  Pray this prayer until you can 		
	 pray without reading: 

	 Almighty God, thank You that through faith in Jesus Christ crucified You make me 	
	 free and call me to even greater freedom.  Please grow in me a close walk with 		
	 Jesus that leads me to a blessed assurance of salvation and a life of self-giving 		
	 love which blesses people and brings You glory. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen!!
	

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
	 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 		
	 opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  Galatians 5: 13

I need to do something or start to do something.
	 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading 	
	 me to _________________________________________________.” 

GOING DEEPER

Getting to know me	
	 Not counting your spouse or the Bible, what person or writer do you find very wise?

Getting into the Bible		
	  Pray to the Lord for wisdom.  Ask Him to bring His word home to you.
	
	 - Read Galatians 5: 1-15
	 - Read Galatians 5: 5-6.  Then look at the other faith, hope and love texts: 
	   1 Corinthians 13:13; 1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3; 5:8.
	 - Read Galatians 5:11.  Then read 1 Corinthians 1: 18-31.
	
Getting Real
	 Has the Lord convicted you in some way? Pray to the Lord for wisdom and 
	 courage to take the next steps.



EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS November 19, 2017
The Bible as part of the “three-legged-stool”? 

Dear friends,

Some who have read my recent blogs on the Bible may be thinking something 
like this - “George, I’m a bit confused. I thought Anglicans believe in the “three-
legged-stool” when it comes to God making Himself and His ways known.  How 
does what you say fit into this?  It sounds as if you believe in “the Bible alone” as 
the way God makes Himself and His ways known. Isn’t this un-Anglican?”  

First of all, when people refer to the “three-legged-stool”, what they mean is that 
God does not reveal Himself and His ways definitively through the Bible alone. 
Instead, the claim is that God uses a combination of the Bible and tradition and 
reason to reveal Himself and His ways. 

It is true that many Canadian Anglicans believe in the three-legged-stool.  It is 
also the case that the Anglican Church of Canada, in its official documents, writes 
as if the three-legged-stool is true. So, in this sense, it is the case that what I have 
said is not Anglican - or, better, not contemporary Canadian Anglican.  

Having said this I would also say that we need to avoid ethnocentrism.  Looked 
at from a global, doctrinal and historical sense, my blogs are, in fact, completely 
Anglican.  First, think of doctrine.  Most Anglican churches say that The Book 
of Common Prayer (with the Thirty-Nine Articles of Faith, the Ordinal and its       
Preface) is the key doctrinal document in Anglicanism.  If you read these you will 
not see one mention of the three-legged-stool. In fact, you will see statements 
that only the Bible is God’s word written. Only the Bible contains all things      
necessary for salvation. The Book of Common Prayer (and the Thirty-Nine 
Articles and the Ordinal) date back to the mid-16th century.  There have been 
some mild changes in this book over the last 450 years, but no changes to its 
doctrine of the Bible.  This book is still the doctrinal standard of almost every 
Anglican church and this has been true for all 450+ years of the Anglican Way.  
So, at an historical and doctrinal level, the Anglican Way holds to “Sola Scriptura.”

“But, George,” some may say, “you are out of step with Anglicanism today!”  First 
of all, my commitment is to the truth, not Anglicanism.  Next week I will talk about 
the deep problems with the three-legged-stool.  But secondly, I am not “out of 
step” with Anglicanism; only North American Anglicanism.  The “official” Canadian 
and American Anglican churches are a tiny minority in Anglicanism.  Today there 
will be more people worshiping in Anglican churches in Kenya than there will be 
in Canada, the US, England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Europe, Australia and 
New Zealand COMBINED.  This statement about Kenya is also true of Nigeria 
and Uganda.  Kenya, Uganda and Nigeria are key churches in GAFCON.  The 
GAFCON movement and its Jerusalem Declaration represents 80% of the world’s 
Anglicans.  Amongst the other orthodox doctrines, the GAFCON movement and 
its Jerusalem Declaration upholds “Sola Scriptura”, that the Bible alone is God’s 
word written.  The Bible alone is the definitive revelation of God Himself - God 
revealing Himself and His ways to human beings. 
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