GRACE SHAPED LIFE: THE BOOK OF ROMANS

First Reading: Romans 8: 26-39 *Free Bibles available on stage near Besserer door.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 4: 1-11

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUN/FEB 14 The Marriage Course
6pm @ 315 Lisgar St.

MON / FEB 15 Happy Family Day - the church office
is closed.

TUE / FEB 16 The church office reopens.

Lowertown Home Group
7pm @ 110 Nelson St.

WED / FEB 17 Church on Wednesday
7pm @ uOttawa UCU

Hintonburg Home Group
7:30pm @ 84 Fairmont Ave.

THU / FEB 18 Old Ottawa South Home Group
7:15pm @ 267 Sunnyside Ave.

King Edward Home Group
7:30pm @ 703A King Edward Ave.

FRI/FEB 19 Revive Youth Group
7pm @ Ecole Ste Anne (235 Beausoleil)

Men'’s Gathering
8pm @ 584 Tweedsmuir Ave.

Church of the Messiah’s Vestry (congregational meeting) will be held on Saturday,
February 27. Come to St Peter and St Paul's Church (152 Metcalfe St) at 4pm for the
meeting and stay for a Potluck supper at 5:30pm. This is the meeting at which the
budget for 2016 will be passed. All are welcome!

Mark your calendars! The worship service regularly held at 10am on Sunday, March
13 will be held at 9am. Daylight Savings Time starts that day, too! Remember to put
your clocks ahead on Saturday night, March 12.

Questions and/or comments about the sermon or scripture text? Email george@messiahchurch.ca
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CELERRATIMNG 150 YERRS OF 0005 FAITHFULNESS

Making disciples gripped by the gospel, living for God’s glory.

February 14, 2016

messiahchurch.ca / 613.235.0596 / info@messiahchurch.ca
office & mailing address: 315 Lisgar St. Ottawa ON K2P OE1

Follow us on twitter: @messiah_church
Like us on Facebook: Church of the Messiah, Ottawa



WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH!

We are a prayerful, Bible-teaching, evangelical church in the heart

of the city with a heart for the city and the world. We are a member

of the Anglican Network in Canada and part of the Fellowship of
Confessing Anglicans. We seek to be a biblically faithful and orthodox
church within the Anglican Way of following Jesus.

Are you new? Get connected!

Is this your first visit to Church of the Messiah? Thank you for being
with us. We are glad you're here. Interested in learning more about
Messiah and getting connected? Contact us: info@messiahchurch.ca
or 613.235.0596. Check out our website at messiahchurch.ca

Nursery & Sunday School

Nursery (0 - 24 months) and Sunday School (2 yrs - Grade 6) are
available at the 10am Service. For Nursery, please bring children to
the lobby before or during the service. For Sunday School, kids are
invited to “follow the cross” during the last worship song.

LEADERSHIP TEAM

VALENTINE'S DAY

Rev. Canon George Sinclair Daniel Gilman
Rector Pastor of Evangelism and Discipleship

Shirley Allan
Administrator

Joey McNitt
Worship Leader

Jonathan Camiré
Ministry Intern

Wardens: Dick Butler, Gary Graber,
John Rayson, Shannon Ripley,
Karl Ruban, Dana Scherf

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Giving
If you are visiting, please feel free to let the basket go by. If you would like to
donate, there are many ways to give:

1) Place cash or cheques payable to “Church of the Messiah” in the
offering basket on Sunday, or mail to the church office. Please
contact the office if you are interested in using offering envelopes.

2) Email your contribution to givings@messiahchurch.ca Please use the
security question: “What is the pastor’s first name?” and the answer:
“George”

3) Pre-authorized debit — You can authorize the church to debit your
bank account for a fixed amount on a recurring basis of your choice. To
get started, please contact the office: info@messiahchurch.ca

No-cost parking is available at either the parking garage to the north of the
theatre or in the outdoor lot to the west of the theatre. Pick up a parking pass
(for the garage) or $5 in coins (for the outdoor lot) from the Besserer door host.

Dear friends,

Happy Valentine’s Day. If you are reading this at Messiah
and you forgot it was Valentine’s Day, I've just reminded you
of the day! If you are reading this online, then Valentine’s
Day is past. | have been married 34 years. For this
kindness to me by God | am deeply grateful and thankful.
Gratitude aside, some would say that my long time being
married disqualifies me from saying anything about dating -
but here goes anyway!
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The Bible is a timely and relevant word from God to every
culture and every generation. It is a timely and relevant word
to our Canadian culture in 2016. The Bible does not mention
“datin%”. Dating did not exist when the Bible was written but
the Bible still has wisdom to speak on dating. The Bible is
quite remarkable. It affirms the body and the created order.
In this context it upholds marriage as the lifelong union of one
man to one woman. In a wonderful balance, the Bible
upholds both the dignity of singleness and the dignity of
faithful marriage. So, we are not more holy if we are married
and we are not more holy if we are single. Both the married
state and the single state can be used to bring God glory and
promote good works.

In many cultures, marriages are arranged by the families. In
modern Canada, most people date before deciding to get
married. Some people date because they like dating and
have no intention of getting married. This often leads to one
person in the dating relationship getting hurt - they did not
think they were dating for the sake of ating. | believe the
Bible teaches that dating should be ordered to marriage. In
other words, we date someone as a means of discovering
whether that is the person we should marry. Dating is not
ordered to curing loneliness, conquest, status, pleasure,
being normal, proof of desirability or any other end. A
Christian should enter into a dating relationship with the intent
of discerning whether the other person is the one they think
they want to marry.

Some things about a person can only be learned by dating.
So, do not misunderstand me. If you ask someone out on
a date you are not asking them to marry you! You are just
asking them out on a date. The asking, the acceptance or
rejecting of the asking and the time together should be seen
as a discernment process towards marriage. Few people can
ggure all this out in advance and marry the first person they
ate.

One final thing. In the Bible, sexual knowledge is limited to
marriage. Few things mess up the discernment process of
marriage as engaging is sexual knowing while dating.

Under the mercy,
George +




