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Sunday, July 7th, 2019

Making disciples of Jesus, gripped by the gospel, living for God’s glory.
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REAL MIRACLES

THE BLEEDING WOMAN AND THE DEAD GIRL

Rev. Canon George Sinclair - Rector
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REAL JESUS | REAL MIRACLES
Scripture text: Luke 8:40-56

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to-develop godly attitudes.

A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!

Attitudes.

1.To know the Lord and His way is to know life.

2.To choose the Lord is to choose health.

3.1 once was dead, and Jesus took my hand, called me to Himself, and made me
alive.

I need to-grow inproyer.

A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until
you can pray without reading:

Lord, You are rich in mercy and Your unfailing love is very great. | thank You that
when | was dead in my transgressions You loved me and made me alive in Christ
- by grace | am saved. Deliver me from boasting in anything other than Him and
lead me to walk in His goodness for Your glory. In Jesus’name Amen.

I need to-get God’'s word inv my mind and heart.
“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with

Christ—by grace you have been saved—"

Ephesians 2:4-5

I need to-do- something or stowt to- do- something.

Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit
is leading me to !

Movements and Institutions
Dear Friends,

The Anglican Church of Canada will probably be in the news over the next week or
so. What is the news and how does that church connect to Church of the Messiah?

The Anglican Church of Canada will be having its national Synod from July 10-16. A
Synod is an official gathering of Bishops, Priests, and lay people which can make
authoritative decisions. Since this is a national Synod, they will make decisions

for the Anglican Church of Canada. The “newsworthy” part of their gathering will
be the second reading of changes to the Marriage Canon. To change the national
canons (think by-laws) requires that two thirds or more of all lay people, and of

all priests, and of all Bishops vote in favour of the changes. The first reading of the
changes passed in 2016. This is the second and final reading. If the second reading
passes, then the governing canons for the ACoC will officially be changed. The
ACoC has already effectively changed their doctrine of marriage, this change to the
canons will entrench and institutionalize the changes, making them binding and
enforceable. The new Marriage Canon says that as long as there are two people,
regardless of gender (undefined), they can marry.

We at Messiah are Anglicans in communion with the majority of Anglicans
worldwide, but we are not part of the ACoC. So what the ACoC decides has no
bearing on us. If the second reading passes, their decision merely confirms the
wisdom of our decision in February 2008 to separate from the ACoC so we could
connect with an Anglican body in South America.

Movements are real and institutions are real. Those who have remained in the ACoC
by and large, see Anglicanism as an institution which has a theology and spirituality.
The institution is the primary reality and it determines its theology and

spirituality. On the other hand, we see Anglicanism as a part of the Christian Faith.
The Christian faith is a response to the good news of the Gospel. The Gospel helps
us to understand the whole counsel of God, and the whole counsel of God helps

us to understand the Gospel. The Gospel launches a movement, a theological and
spiritual movement which always has implications on how we live - and
institutional implications as well.

But the matter is a bit more complex. The Christian faith is not the only movement.
Ironically, when Anglicans in the ACoC choose to see Anglicanism as an institution,
not a Gospel movement with institutional implications, they then become easy prey
for other secular and religious movements. This is what we see happening right now
in the ACoC - they are under other secular and religious movements which have
institutional implications! These sundry movements are reshaping the ACoC and its
doctrine.

For us, we are to embrace the Gospel and the whole counsel of God and reject all
false gospels and counsels. This is personal not political. We are to reject movements
contrary to the Gospels, but we are always to embrace people. Every person we meet
is someone that God loved so much that He sent His only Son to die for, so that they
will not perish, but have eternal life. We can reject ideologies, but we are not to reject
people, but love them.
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