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Pastor’s Blog
Praying for the Sermon

Dear Friends, 
 
I know many of you pray for Church of the Messiah and that many of you pray for me. Thank 
you! Please keep praying! Please pray for me. Please pray for me when I preach and teach. 
Please pray as well for all who will preach or teach the Bible that week, as part of Church of 
the Messiah. This includes the Sunday school teachers, small group leaders, youth group 
leader, Church on Wednesday speaker and the intern who preaches at the 8AM service and all 
others from Messiah active in teaching the Bible outside of the ministries at Messiah. Here are 
some things to pray for in particular. 
 
First, pray that the preacher will be a herald. Another way to say this is that the person desires 
to have the biblical text set the agenda for the message; that the biblical text will control the 
message. A “herald” delivers a message from the King. He or she does not deliver their own 
opinions and ideas. They speak on behalf of their King and speak the King’s message. It is 
important that every teacher and preacher of the Bible have this as their goal – to listen to, 
and understand what the Bible is saying and then make that their message – all to God’s 
glory not their own. 
 
Second, please pray that the preaching and teaching will be clear. There is a very old saying 
that is very helpful. “Mist in the pulpit leads to fog in the pews”. The effect of me being unclear 
and fuzzy when I preach is greatly magnified in those who hear. So please pray that all who 
teach and preach the Bible will listen to the Bible well and seek to speak with as much simple 
clarity possible. 
 
Third, please pray that the teaching and preaching will build bridges. This Sunday I will 
preach on John 21. This book was written in Greek about 1950 years ago. It was written when 
the Roman Empire was a mighty Empire, almost everyone believed many, many gods existed, 
and Christians were a miniscule minority. I need to understand the text I will preach on and I 
will need to build a bridge from that world to you and me. We live in postmodern, advanced 
capitalistic, post-Christendom Ottawa. I need to help us see how this text written so long 
ago speaks with wisdom and power to people living today. All good biblical preaching and 
teaching is to do this. 
 
Fourth, pray that the preaching will always be shaped by the Gospel and proclaim the Gospel. 
In Luke 24 Jesus tells us that everything in the Bible in some ways prepares us to know and 
understand the Gospel. As well, that it is only the Gospel that makes clear what is in the Bible. 
The Gospel is the news that God has acted with grace and power to do what we can never 
do. He has provided the means for ordinary people to be made right with God. This means is 
the death and resurrection of Jesus as our substitute. This gift is offered to us and can only be 
received by humble, penitent faith. Pray the Gospel is proclaimed and shapes the sermon. 
 
Fifth, please pray that we preach and teach to Christians, we will do this in the hope that 
non-Christians will listen in. This means that we will speak of other viewpoints with accuracy 
and sympathy. It also means that we hope our non-Christian friends and family will be 
present, in a loving company of Christians, as God’s word is opened and Jesus is lifted high! 
 
George+ 

Knowing Jesus: John’s Intimate Biography John 21:1-14

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
	
	 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
	 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
	 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
	

Attitudes. 

	 1. I will work well for the glory of the Lord.
	 2. The closer I get to Jesus, the more He will re-order and heal my longings.
	 3. I can never outgive the Lord.

I need to grow in prayer.
	
	 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you can 		
	 pray without reading: 	
	
	 Almighty God, You have created and sustain all things. Your glory is revealed in the 
	 person of Jesus Messiah by His birth, life, death and resurrection. Please shine Your light 	
	 ever deeper into my heart so that I will grow in knowing Your glory. In Jesus’ Name. 		
	 Amen.

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
	  	
	 “Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. 		
	 Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry 		
	 along the ground.”

	 Genesis 1:28 NLT

I need to do something or start to do something.
	 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading 	
	 me to _________________________________________________.” 			 
	


