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Welcome!

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS GRIPPED BY THE GOSPEL, 
LIVING FOR GOD’S GLORY.

EphesiansLETTERS FROM A ROMAN JAIL

bring In your filled shoe boxes any Sunday leading up to 
National Collection week November 18-24

LEST WE FORGET



The Awkward Question in Evangelism

Dear Friends,

You have been having conversations about Jesus with a young man. 
Maybe he has been coming to your church or maybe he is a co-worker 
or friend, but you have had several conversations and you are feeling 
hopeful. One day he asks you this question, “If I become a Christian will I 
have to stop living with my girlfriend?” Or maybe he asks, “If I become a 
Christian, will I have to stop living with my boyfriend?” What do you say? 
Now, at a most fundamental level, we hope the Holy Spirit will guide us 
to the perfect answer for the particular, unique situation in front of you. 
Pray for this help! In the meantime, here are some general points.

First, take time to explain the central truths of the Gospel. In particular, 
that Jesus does not “weigh up” the good things we do; He pardons our sin. 
When He died on the cross for you and for me – the just consequence of 
every single wrong thing I have ever done, and the just consequence for 
every good thing within my power to do which I failed to do – the justice 
required fell on Him in my place and yours. This “sin bearing death” is 
not just for every sin you have been responsible for, but also every sin 
you will be responsible for. I receive this by faith alone and when I turn 
to Jesus to be my Saviour, then God with grace-soaked power unites you 
with Christ, so that His death is for you, and His perfect standing with the 
Father becomes yours as well. Often the young man will then ask, “Does 
that mean I can keep living with my girlfriend/boyfriend?”

(Continued on next page)
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Second, explain that you will be united with Christ and that means, well, 
that you will be united with Christ for every moment from your conversion 
on into eternity. It is no longer “just you”. There is a new person, presence, 
power in your life. That is why we say, “the faith that saves leads to a 
faith that desires to obey.” There will now be a real presence in your life 
that begins to lead you to reject doing what is wrong and also to begin 
living in the way that God originally created you to live, and the way 
which you will fit with the new Creation – the new Heaven and Earth. 
At some point now, the young man will say, “So I will have to leave my 
girlfriend/boyfriend?” This next part requires care. You want to be clear 
about grace and sin, but also not make it look like salvation is by works. 
So I try to say something like this.

Third, God’s grace will change you in regards to how you live, but in 
surprising ways. I say, “Imagine you become a Christian and you are in 
a room with other Christians. All of a sudden God shows up, and freezes 
everyone. He then touches each of us on the forehead, and what pops 
up is the unique list for each person of the 50 most important sins in their 
life, ranked from most important to least important (but still important!). 
Everyone’s list will be different. You living with your girlfriend/boyfriend 
will be on the list. But I am not God. It might be that your living situation 
is #1, but it might be #10. Maybe pride or envy or greed are far more 
important right now. But be sure of this, your living situation will be on 
the list, and also be sure of this, that as the Gospel grips you more and 
more, shaping you, drawing you, nudging you, feeding you, that next step 
will be clear and be seen as wise.
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I NEED TO DEVELOP GODLY ATTITUDES.

A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.

B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.

C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!

ATTITUDES.

1. Lord, please help me to recognize my deceitful desires and cast them 

aside.

2. Lord, please renew me at my deepest level by Your grace and healing 

power.

3. Lord, please help me to live out of my new identity as Your forever child.

I NEED TO GROW IN PRAYER.

A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you 

can pray without reading:

Almighty God, unto whom my heart is open, all my desires are known, and 

from whom none of my secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of my heart by 

the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that I may perfectly love You and worthily 

magnify Your Holy Name, through Christ my Lord. Amen.  – Modified 

“Collect for Purity” from 1662 BCP

I NEED TO GET GOD’S WORD IN MY MIND AND HEART.

“assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as 

the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which belongs to your former 

manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in 

the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness 

of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

Ephesians 4:21-24 (ESV)

I NEED TO DO SOMETHING OR START TO DO SOMETHING.

Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is 

leading me to __________________________.” 
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