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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Life Hurts. God? 
 

DIG & DELVE 2018 
November 2-3rd 

at the Bronson Center 
Register online or buy tickets at 

the coffee bar!

The Gospel Coalition National 
Conference! 

October 29-31st, Mississauga, 
ON 

Register online!

The Unlikely Convert - Esther 2:19-3:5

Operation Christmas Child
Starting next Sunday, pick up 

your box in the Lobby and 
return it filled any Sunday until 

November 18th

Donate online: givings@messiahchurch.

ca

Candy Fest!
Donations will be accepted until 

November 4th at the Besserer 
entrance



Pastor’s B
log

Does God have a Wonderful Plan for Your Life?

Dear Friends,

Does God have a wonderful plan for your life? The answer is “yes and no” and “it 
depends”. It is misleading to simply answer “yes”. Now some of you are shocked, 
you expected me to give the Christian answer, “yes God has a wonderful plan for 
your life”. For many generations there was a whole evangelistic strategy and 
method around that very claim. But I think it is misleading to quickly answer “yes”.

From a secular point of view, becoming a Christian and then learning to follow 
Jesus as your Saviour and Lord will make you poorer, dumber, less fun and less 
popular. Our secular friends will say, “How can it be a wonderful plan for your life, if 
you end up giving some, maybe even lots, of your money away? If you do this you 
will have less money. How can you have a wonderful life with less money?” They 
will say, “If you become a Christian you will end up not doing things that are fun? 
You will end up doing stuff that is not fun, like go to church or reading you bible. 
How can you have a wonderful life if you have less fun?” You see, if you look at 
Christianity from the perspective that life is made worth living in terms of how you 
satisfy your needs for money, power, sex, food, pleasure and possessions – then 
by most, but not all, of these criteria, becoming a true Christian will not give you a 
wonderful life.

But even from a secular perspective there are problems with these criteria. These 
problems provide a clue as to why the Gospel is true. Money can only buy what 
money can buy, and money cannot buy happiness. Most people would not want to 
over hear their friends say that they are really cheap and ungenerous, money or 
power hungry, materialistic or self-centered. In fact, the gospel teaches us that there 
is nothing wrong with money, power, sex, food, pleasure or possessions in 
themselves – but that they can become idols and they can become disordered. 
When anything, or any pursuit in your life becomes an idol, or disordered, it makes 
your life less wonderful – in fact anxious and unpleasant.
 
This helps us to understand why it is very true to say that the Lord has a wonderful 
plan for your life. He loves us. We were meant to be love. He makes us alive. We 
were meant for life. He reconciles us to himself, we were made to be in a right 
relationship with our Creator and Sustainer. The Lord is the true God, and to know 
Him rightly is a key step in the killing of our idols and the proper ordering of our 
desires. The Lord fits us for eternity and we were meant for eternity. He gives us His 
presence and we were meant to live in His presence. He reveals truth and truth is 
our minds food and our mind was meant to be well fed on truth, not lies. He makes 
us a part of His people and we were not meant to be alone. He gives us purpose 
and our lives were meant to have purpose. He helps us to forgive and we need to 
forgive to be free. He died to set us free and we were meant to be free with Him. He 
gives us hope that the final words about us will be “Welcome my child!” We were 
meant to have hope. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son to the end that all who believe in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. “

George+

The Story of Esther: Hidden God in a Broken World

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
 
 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
 
 Attitudes. 
 1) The culture can celebrate that something is good, while God’s word teaches that  
      in fact it is wrong. 
 2)  Becoming a Christian rarely makes you more popular. 
 3)  The Lord regularly draws the unlikely to Himself - so pray for the unlikely.

I need to grow in prayer.
 
 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you can   
 pray without reading:  
 
 Almighty God, You are love and life, good and true. Every conversion is a miracle  
 done by You. It was by Your power that I became You child by adoption and grace.  
 Please help me to pray for miracles, especially the miracle of conversion. By the   
 Holy Spirit, please put on my heart people to pray for, and grip my heart with the   
 wonder of the Gospel, so that I will be constant in prayer that each one will come to  
 a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
   
 “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to   
 give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
 
 2 Corinthians 4:6 
 

 I need to do something or start to do something.
 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading  
 me to _________________________________________________.”    
 


