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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH!
We are glad you are here!  We are a prayerful, Bible-teaching, evangelical church in the 
heart of the city with a heart for the city and the world.  We are a member of the Anglican 
Network in Canada and part of the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans.  We seek to be 
a biblically faithful and orthodox church within the Anglican Way of following Jesus.  

Are you new?  Get connected!
Is this your first visit to Church of the    
Messiah?  Thank you for being with 
us.  Interested in learning more about            
Messiah and getting connected?  Please 
complete a Connect Card (available from 
a door host) and place it in the offering 
basket.  

Nursery & Sunday School
Nursery (0 - 24 months) and Sunday 
School (2 yrs - Grade 6) are available at 
the 10am service.  Nursery children meet 
in the Green Room in the basement (ask 
a door host). Sunday school kids are 
invited to follow the cross after the last 
worship song. 

Today’s service: 
bible.com/
events/482505

Upside Down : The Story of Ruth

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
 
 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
 
 Attitudes. 
 1) The Lord does not remove my desires, He heals them.
 2) The Lord does not kill my desires, He re-orders them.
 3) The Lord does not dampen my desires, He purifies them.

I need to grow in prayer.
 
 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you can   
 pray without reading:  
 
 Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of all things, You know me down to my   
 depths, and still You love me. PLease draw me close to Jesus, who He is and what  
 He did for me in His saving life, death, and resurrection. As You draw me close to        
 Jesus, please pour the Holy Spirit deep within me and heal, order, purify and   
 inflame within me all good desires. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
   
 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
 lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
 endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and 
 perfecfer of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,   
 despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” 
 
 Hebrews 12:1-2

I need to do something or start to do something.
 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading  
 me to _________________________________________________.”    
 



EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS September 23rd, 2018 Pastor’s B
log

Praying for Success

Dear Friends,

It is not a Christian problem, it is a human problem, but it is a human problem that many 
Christians have, especially pastors. The problem is being a people pleaser. You want to 
please people too much. We are afraid to say no. Since different things please different 
people we are always shifting and dancing around. We feel guilty or even threatened if we 
do not please. 

Pastors do not always recognize this as a problem in their lives, but when we do recognize 
the pull the people pleasing has on us, then we also know that it is a problem, not a virtue. 
A Christian should have more secure identity in the gospel. We should be more principle. 
We build our lives on the solid rock, not shifting sand. So one very helpful thing you can 
pray for pastors is that they be free from people pleasing, and become more and more 
grounded on the solid rock of the gospel. 

What does all of this have to do with praying for success? Pastors teach and preach. Our 
sins and failings can form how we preach, what we preach on, and what we say. When 
we struggle with people pleasing our teaching on prayer can be effected. We teach people 
to be too limited and careful in their prayers. You see, people pleasers often hope their 
problem will be solved by having people only make good and wise requests. Requests we 
would normally want to say yes to. By the way this hope is a vain hope. A type of magical 
thinking that we mistake for wise growth. Anyways, pastors can unwittingly project this 
personal dynamic onto God. So we teach people to pray for the right things, why? 
Because we unconsciously worry that God struggles with people pleasing and we want to 
help him out. 

So what am I saying? That we should not try to grow in what we pray for?  Yes and no. 

First, God is almighty and eternal, he has no needs, he never struggles with people 
pleasing. This means we do not need to worry about asking for the wrong thing. God is 
wise and good. He will know when to say no. And no human being or institution or 
movement can wear him down. He can say no all-day, every day. This is not to say he only 
says no. He also says yes and not yet. 

Second, from the above we see why being honest in prayer seems to be more important 
to God than trying to formulate perfect prayers. So pour your heart out to God. He already 
knows what you think, desire, fear, and hope in. So come honestly, ask for the raise, the 
success, the stuff, the victory. He already knows your heart. Do not pretend. Be honest. 
Err on the side of more prayer.

Third, ask him to help you pray, teach you to pray, guide you in prayer. This is not a 
contradiction to what I have said earlier. It is a natural outflow of building a relationship 
with the living God; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; three persons, one God 
forever and ever, Amen. 

Daniel with Christine and Jonathan with Reneé, will be in Calgary for a final assessment 
by the C2C church planting organization this Tuesday through Thursday. Pray as you see 
fit. Please pray for them and for Messiah. Pray they do well and pass. Most of all please 
pray that C2C, Jonathan, Reneé, Daniel, Christine, Messiah, and the Bishop are united in 
correctly discerning the Lords will. Pray that the Lord will guide and provide and use us to 
raise up new gospel-shaped and gospel-proclaiming, local churches.

George+

As is our custom, we will collect 
non-perishable food, toiletries, 

and gently-used clothing for 
St. Joe’s Supper Table until 

Thanksgiving Sunday Oct. 1st.

Contact information

  deborahingereid@gmail.com 
  ianthechristian@gmail.com 
  earlsmaynard@gmail.com
  chris.scherf@hotmail.com 

  dick rbutler.online@gmail.com 
  shannoripley@gmail.com

  christineavitan@gmail.com
fjohnson@iee.org

annjuliawilson@icloud.com

The First Ever Gospel Coalition 
National Conference! 

October 29-31st, Mississauga, 
ON 

Register online!

Life Hurts. God? 
 

DIG & DELVE 2018 will explore 
this topic of life does indeed 

hurt, but is it also without hope? 
 

November 2-3rd 
at the Bronson Center 

Register online!


