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EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Christian Christmas - Luke 1:26-38

Donate online: givings@messiahchurch.ca

For Prayer

We have two targets.

To balance our books 
we need $40,000

To balance our books 
without having to 

use a bequest 
we need $60,000 

Christmas Services

Regular 8am & 10am Services
December 23rd

2pm & 7pm services
December 24th

10am Service
December 25th

Regular 8am &10am Services
December 30th

10am Prayer Service 
@ the Bible House 

January 1st

St. Joe’s Christmas bin will be at 
the Besserer entrance until 

December 30th

We are collecting items such as 
non-perishable food, toiletries 

and paper towel

Friends 4 Dinner 

There is a need for host 
families!

If you are able and willing 
to host an internaltional 

student for Christmas 
dinner please register 

online at

http://friendsfordinner.ca/

Please contact the office before 
December 17th, if you would 
like to include the names of 

loved ones you wish to
remember in the

Christmas bulletins.

Offering Evelopes 
are avaiable for pick-up 
at the Besserer entrance!

until December 30th



Pastor’s B
log

Learning to Pray (Part 2)

Dear Friends,

We learn to speak by hearing people speak. we learn to pray by reading the bible, God’s 
word written and by hearing godly people pray. Praying an old pray, deeply biblical, is 
one more way to learn to pray. 

“Blessed Lord who has caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning, Grant 
that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them. That 
by patience and comfort of your holy word we may embrace and hold fast the blessed 
hope of everlasting life, which you have given us  in our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
1662 BCP collect for Advent 2

First, note how dense the prayer is. It is both a concise theology and prayer at the same 
time. we will unpack this in a moment, but please note that when we pray this prayer it is 
teaching us at the same time. 

Second, the prayer is deeply biblical. Some of the language comes from Romans 15:4-
13, the scripture text which accompanies the prayer. You also get images from the book 
of Ezekiel and the book of Revelations. You get the teaching of the texts like 2 Timothy 
3:16-17 and 2 Peter 1:16-21. It summarizes Jesus’ teaching, that when you hear the 
Bible, you are hearing God Himself speaking to you (Mark 7:6-13 one of many 
examples). So when you pray this ancient prayer, you are praying biblically.

Third, as you pray this prayer, you are remembering what the Bible is and why you 
should read the Bible. You are asking the Lord to help you read the Bible in the right 
way. And you are asking for help to embrace the person and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Fourth, it is the Lord that you pray to. The same Lord that you are talking to in prayer, is 
the same Lord who speaks to you in the Bible. It is the Lord Himself who caused all of 
the Bible to be written. The Lord spoke to us in His word so we can learn from Him. So, 
you need to pray and you need to read the Bible. When you do both, you both speak to 
the Lord and listen to Him. You have a conversation, not a monologue. 

Fifth, since it is ultimately and most important the Lord who caused all Holy Scripture to 
be written, you need to read the Bible the right way. In the prayer you ask the Lord to 
help you read His word in five complementary ways. The first is to “hear” the word. The 
second is to “read” the word. To “mark” the word means to “take note” or “pay 
attention” to what you are reading/hearing. To “learn” from the word means that you 
need to humbly acknowledge your life long need to learn all that the Lord teaches 
through His word. This means that you are willing to say that what He says is true and 
trumps what you have learned from your culture. Finally, you are to “digest” the 
scriptures. You are to chew on them; let them enter into you; be fed by them. The 
scriptures are not to be chewed like gum, which you spit out after the flavour has gone. 
Scriptures are like a meal. You chew on the Scriptures to swallow them. 

Finally, you patiently read the Bible seeking to know and embrace more and more of 
who Jesus is, what He has done for you, is doing for you, and will do for you. You read 
the Bible prayerfully, knowing that the Lord is using your Bible reading to fit you to dwell 
in His new Heaven and Earth with Him. 

George+

Christian Christmas - Luke 1:26-38

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
	
	 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
	 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
	 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
	
	 Attitudes. 

	 1) When I am meek before the Lord I will be strong before people. 
	 2) The Lord has spoken. I know and grow by welcoming all of His word.
	 3) It is the devil who will possess and break. The Lord asks permission to enter, 		
	 save, free and heal.

I need to grow in prayer.
	
	 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you can 		
	 pray without reading: 	
	
	 Almighty God, ruler of all things and judge of all people, please pour the Holy Spirit 	
	 deep within me, so that I will be a disciple of Jesus, gripped by the Gospel, 
	 growing day by day a deeper confidence and trust that You are good, and that You 	
	 are almighty. In Jesus’ Name. Amen

	
I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
	  	
	 “As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, 		
	 “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” But he 	
	 said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

	 Luke 11:27-28 
 

I need to do something or start to do something.
	 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading 	
	 me to _________________________________________________.” 			 
	


