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Pastor’s Blog
Do We Need New Stories to Share the Gospel?

Dear Friends,

The answer to the question is “yes” and “no”. In John 17:20, Jesus says, “I do 
not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through 
their word…” Jesus is praying for His disciples. His prayer is working at 
several levels at the same time. On one hand He is speaking to the eleven 
men in the room with Him. One the other hand He is speaking down the 
ages to every believer reading the words. It is both real prayer and real 
teaching at the same time.

To the eleven disciples in the room Jesus is empowering, authorizing, and 
legitimizing their role in writing and recognizing what we now call the New 
Testament. We need to understand that the New Testament is the divinely 
inspired apostolic witness to Jesus. On the other hand, Jesus is also telling 
them that they need to preach, teach and share the word. It is not enough 
to just read the Bible aloud, it must be personally shared, explained and 
illustrated.

To you and me reading John 17:20, we learn several things. First of course is 
that Jesus is praying for you and me. Second, He is teaching us to accept and 
believe the apostolic testimony to Himself. He wants us to treat the New 
Testament as trustworthy, true and life-changing because it ultimately 
comes from Him. Third; if the Apostles were not to merely read the Bible 
aloud, but also preach, teach, share, explain, illustrate what it says, then we 
need to do the same thing.  

So, do we need new stories to share the Gospel today? “yes” and “no”. The 
answer is clearly “yes”. The Lord wants us to use culturally and personally 
relevant illustrations to help people understand the Bible. A good story can 
powerfully touch the heart and open the mind. He wants us to use stories 
from our own life which illustrate how gracious and life changing the Lord is, 
and how the Gospel really is good news. On the other hand, the answer to 
our question is also “no”. Jesus is God, the Son of God. He is the Saviour. He 
is the Lord, He is the Way and the Truth and the Life and no one can come 
to the Father but through Him. He is not just “God” for a few people. No, He 
is the Lord of the whole earth; every people group living, dead and still to 
come. So the Apostolic testimony which He commissions, legitimates, 
authorizes, and empowers is for every people group in every age. By 
implication, it is to be translated into the heart language of people so they 
can hear it. In this sense, the Lord does not need new “stories” from us. While 
we are to bear witness to the word, we are to also read and tell what the 
Bible says to our hearers. God’s word written has power from God, because it 
is His word written. Only God who knows the heart of every person who will 
ever live, could cause words to be written that can speak to every person 
who will ever live. His word written is to both inspire our stories and witness, 
but it also works as a limit to our stories and witness. His word “judges” our 
stories – our stories do not “judge” His word. Only He can reveal His own 
heart; His own self; and His own Good News with the power to make us right 
with Himself.
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No Other: The Story of Jonah                                                                              Jonah 2

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
	
	 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
	 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
	 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
	

Attitudes. 

	 1. The Lord hears me when I pray to Him.
	 2. Nothing is too big and nothing is too small for me to talk to the Lord 		
	 about it.
	 3. It is true wisdom to pray often and honestly

I need to grow in prayer.
	
	 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until 		
	 you can pray without reading: 	
	
	 Almighty God, please reveal to me two things. Reveal to me the idols 		
	 that I believe and trust in. Then reveal to me how empty, futile and 
	 powerless they are. Then Lord, please grow in me a humble, trusting, 
	 knowing of how real, great, powerful, present and active You are. In 		
	 Jesus’ Name. Amen.

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
	  	
	 “Salvation belongs to the Lord!”

	 Jonah 2:9b

I need to do something or start to do something.
	
	 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit 	
	 is leading me to __________________________________________.” 	 	
		


