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Questions and/or comments about the sermon or scripture text?  Email george@messiahchurch.ca

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MON / JULY 25 
•	 Monday Night in the Park: 6:30pm @ Strathcona Park
•	 JERICHO ROAD COFFEEHOUSE:  Church of the Messiah will be        

serving at First Baptist Church (Elgin and Laurier) @7pm.  Your help would 
be appreciated serving and/or providing food.  Drop off food at the church 
office (315 Lisgar St) between 2 and 5 pm on July 25 or deliver it to First 
Baptist after 6:30pm.  Please speak to or contact Candace Maynard:      
candacemmaynard@gmail.com

BETWEEN-SERVICE PRAYER continues each Sunday @ 9:30am in the OLT 
lobby.  Join us as we pray for the world, the church and one another.

SERVING IN SUNDAY SCHOOL: Our dedicated Sunday School teachers are 
looking forward to a much earned rest over the summer.  Will you help by lead-
ing Sunday School one or more Sunday(s) in July and/or August?  Please sign 
up in the lobby after the service.  Help in getting started will be provided.

The church office is closed until Tuesday, August 2.  Phone messages will be 
checked Monday - Friday.

*Free Bibles available on stage near Besserer door.

Gospel Reading: Luke 16: 1-9

First Reading:  Amos 4: 1-13

Making disciples gripped by the gospel, living for God’s glory.

messiahchurch.ca  /  613.235.0596  /  info@messiahchurch.ca
office & mailing address:  315 Lisgar St.  Ottawa ON K2P 0E1

Follow us on twitter: @messiah_church
Like us on Facebook: Church of the Messiah, Ottawa

LET JUSTICE ROLL DOWN



Dear friends,

Over the summer with these blogs I am going to look at some classic 
Anglican doctrine.  Today we will look at Anglicanism’s understanding of 
church authority.  I have modernized the language, but here, in its 
entirety, is article 20 of The Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion.

“XX.  Of the authority of the Church: The church has power to decree 
rites or ceremonies, and authority in controversies of faith: And yet it is 
not lawful for the church to ordain any thing that is contrary to God’s Word 
written, neither may it expound one place of Scripture, that it be 
repugnant to another.  Wherefore, although the church be a witness and 
a keeper of holy writ (the Bible, God’s Word written), yet, as it ought not 
to decree anything against the Bible, it must also not enforce any thing to 
be believed for necessity of salvation that is not taught by the Bible.”

Several things to notice.  First, we are to seek to read and teach the Bible 
in a deeply consistent manner.  I love the language!  I am not to interpret 
one part of the Bible in such a way that it means another part of the Bible 
is repugnant to the first part.

Second, the Bible is God’s Word written.  It is not the Biblical author’s 
attempt to interpret God or describe what God might be thinking.  The 
Bible, as a whole, and each of its parts down to the individual words, is 
God’s Word written down.  So while the Bible has many human authors, 
some known and some unknown, the final product comes from the mind 
and heart of God, so that each word, sentence, paragraph, chapter, book, 
testament and the Bible as a whole is what God wanted said.

Third, until Jesus comes, there will be controversies.  The church is not 
required to address every controversy, but there are some controversies 
that the church must address because the Bible addresses the 
controversy.  The church must address the controversy by searching 
the whole Bible to discern the Bible’s teaching and then the church can 
address the controversy Biblically.

Fourth, the church needs public worship.  This worship should have both 
order and content.  Each church can develop order and content.  But 
every church is to search the Scriptures so that the shape and content 
of their public worship is Biblical.  Please note.  The Article is very clearly 
telling us that there is a God-pleasing diversity in “rites and ceremonies”.  
There does not have to be only one way.  However, it is easy for 
churches to slip up and order worship by ideological, commercial or 
psychological criteria.  But, God is to order the church through His Word 
written. 

 George + 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH!

Nursery & Sunday School
Nursery (0 - 24 months) and Sunday School (2 yrs - Grade 6) are 
available at the 10am Service.  For Nursery, please bring children to 
the lobby before or during the service.  For Sunday School, kids are 
invited to “follow the cross” during the last worship song. 

Are you new?  Get connected!
Are you interested in learning more about Messiah and getting      
connected?  Email info@messiahchurch.ca or call 613.235.0596.  
Also check out our website at messiahchurch.ca
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Administrator
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If you are visiting, please feel free to let the basket go by.  If you would like to 
donate, there are many ways to give: 

1) Place cash or cheques payable to “Church of the Messiah” in the offering 
basket on Sunday, or mail to the church office.  Please contact the office if you 
are interested in using offering envelopes.
2) Email your contribution to givings@messiahchurch.ca  Please use the 
security question: “What is the pastor’s first name?” and the answer: “George”    
3) You can use PayPal to donate to the church.  Click on the “Give” tab (far right 
side) on our website (messiahchurch.ca) 
4) Pre-authorized debit – You can authorize the church to debit your bank 
account for a fixed amount on a recurring basis of your choice.  To get started, 
please contact the office: info@messiahchurch.ca

FINANCIAL UPDATE AT JULY 10, 2016
Target Offering: $ 159,962
Actual Offering: $ 146,948

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

We are a prayerful, Bible-teaching, evangelical church in the heart 
of the city with a heart for the city and the world.  We are a member 
of the Anglican Network in Canada and part of the Fellowship of       
Confessing Anglicans.  We seek to be a biblically faithful and 
orthodox church within the Anglican Way of following Jesus.  
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