EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Wiy church of the

Friends 4 Dinner ‘ . m eSS | a h

There is a need for host
families! WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH!

If you are able and willing Sunday, December 2nd, 2018
to host an internaltional
student for Christmas

dinner plea se register Making disciples of Jesus, gripped by the gospel, living for God'’s glory.

online at

http://friendsfordinner.ca/

Saturday, December 8th'
9:30am at the Bible House
Sign-up at the coffee bar!

St. Joe’s Christmas bin will be at
the Besserer entrance until
December 30th

Please contact the office before
December 17th, if you would
like to include the names of
loved ones you wish to
remember in the
Christmas bulletins.

For Prayer — Ucommg

b Christmas Events
We have two targets. A Gospel Shaped Memory - Esther 9 - 10
1 K Children’s Chirstmas Pagaent —
To balance our books December 9th Rev Canon George Sinclair - Rector
we need $40,000

Children’s Chirstmas Party @messiah_church @ Messiah Church Ottawa Sermons

To balance our books December 15th
without having to

use a bequest Arise Ballet @ messiahchurch.ca e 613-235-0596

info@messiahchurch.ca

Church of the Messiah, Ottawa 315 Lisgar St., Ottawa, ON, K2P 0E1

we need $60,000 December 16th L8 Today’s service:

bible.com/events/518676 Donate online: givings@messiahchurch.ca




The Story of Esther: Hidden God in a Broken World

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.

A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!

Attitudes.
1) Repentance is always the prefered option.

2) The Lord reveals that belief in fate is a delusion.
3) Lord, please grant me a Gospel shaped memaory.

I need to grow in prayer.

A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you can
pray without reading:

Almighty Lord, You are present, powerful, active and hidden. Please pour the Holy
Spirit deep within me and make me a disciple of Jesus who is gripped by the
Gospel, growing in remembering who Jesus is and what He accomplished for me in
His life, death and resurrection. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.

“and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

1 Corinthians 11:24-25

I need to do something or start to do something.

Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading
me to ?

Why do Atheists Believe in Prophecy?
Dear Friends,

Why do most people believe in prophecy? Why do atheists believe in prophecy?

Now the first matter that we have to deal with is denial. Most people will deny that they
believe in prophecy. Many will say that prophecy, the claim that someone can speak
knowledgably about the future, is one of those crackpot ideas that religious fanatics go
on and on about. So if I, as a Christian, speak about how Jesus fulfilled hundreds of
prophesies made centuries earlier, people will roll their eyes. If I, as a Christian, speak
about the prophesies of Jesus’ second coming, and how we should live our life in the
sure and certain hope that Jesus will return and bring an end to all things — well, most
Canadians will either smirk or shake their heads sadly and sagely about how deluded
and foolish | am.

Two of my favourite columnists are open atheists, Peter Foster and Terence Corcoran.
When the Government comes out with its financial outlook for the next several years, it
is interesting how atheists and secular thinkers respond. They will use the information to
show why current policies are foolish and the Government should listen to their advice.
They will challenge the numbers, saying that the numbers are too high or too low. What
they will not do is challenge the idea that we can have some knowledge of the future. If
pressed, they will probably deny that they believe in prophecy, claiming that they are
being “evidence based” and “empirical” — but that is bunk. They accept that there is

a way to know, within some limits, the future. But why is it reasonable to believe an
economist or politician can know the future? Strictly speaking, no human being or group
of human beings, can know the future. However, politicians, academics, and pundits
believe in a culturally acceptable form of prophecy/prediction.

Consider as well, much in the social justice world. They are “progressive”. But when
pressed, they do not just claim that they hope in a better future, they believe that history
itself is moving to this better future. The brighter more just future will happen. You can
see where | am going with this. Where does such knowledge come from? No human
being or group of human beings can know the future. Many social justice advocates
believe in a culturally acceptable form of prophecy/prediction.

The Christian claim is that God, who is outside of time, can know the future and has
revealed a few key truths about the future. Christians just accept what God has
revealed. And we believe for several reasons. First is that if you look at the hundreds of
prophesies about Jesus’ first coming you will be struck by how well the birth, life, death
and resurrection of our Lord fulfills these prophesies. More important still is Jesus’
repeated prophecy that He would die on a cross and then be raised on the third day.
There is solid evidence for His predictions, and for the truth that He did rise from the
dead, leaving the tomb empty. This is the basis for us trusting His promise to return a
second time. Finally, these Biblical truths help us understand the human belief in
prophecy. It is evidence of our fallen desire to be like God. It is also evidence of our
innate sense that prophecy is real because there is a real God who really does know the
future and reveals some key truths to human beings. So, as fallen creatures, whether
religious, spiritual, secular or atheist, we long for prophecy without the true and living
Lord God.
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