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Events and Announcements

Alpha Pre-Marriage Course

A series of five sessions to help engaged couples or those 
exploring the possibility of marriage, to build strong foundations 
for their future together!

Register for free at info@messiahchurch.ca 
Space is limited!

Coldest Night of the Year

On February 23rd in Lowertown, Ottawa, a walk-a-thon in support 
of Jericho Road Ministries and Capital City Missions will take 
place. All funds raised will go to the support of these organizations 
that deal directly with hurting, marginalized and street-involved 
persons. 

Join Amy and Matt Usherwood on their team or donate by contact-
ing Amy at dagenais03@gmail.com 

Church on Wednesday Hospitality

Church on Wednesday needs volunteers to provide food for 
the students after the service. Sign up for one of the following 
Wednesday’s: January 30, March 6, April 3, or April 17

Contact Daniel Avitan to sign-up or for more information 
davitan@messiahchurch.ca

The parking garage next to the Ottawa Little Theatre is being managed by a 
new company. We need to negotiate a new parking arrangement with the new 
company. Note that this means our parking passes are no longer valid.  
 
In the meantime, here are some suggestions. If you park in the lot behind the 
Theatre, we will pay for your parking if you ask ($5). You can also park a block 
away at the Loblaws. If you make a small purchase, you get 2 hours of free 
parking. There is also lots of parking available on the road - parking is free on 
Sundays.  

Save the Date - Annual Vestry Februaury 23rd 4:00pm



Pastor’s B
log

The Second Coming of Jesus

Dear Friends,

One day the Lord Jesus Christ will come again. This present order will be ended by 
Him. The living and the dead will be judged. The New Heavens and Earth will be 
created. Those in Jesus will be given resurrection bodies to live in the New Heaven 
and Earth. Those who have rejected the Gospel will receive what they desire, eternal 
estrangement from the living God. Those who have received the Gospel, will once 
again walk with God in the cool of the day in the New Earth. This is the Christian hope. 
It is a basic biblical teaching. It speaks to the human longing that death and evil will not 
have the final word, but that life and love and goodness will have the final word. 

There are some Christians who believe that through the Gospel the world will get 
better and better and better and then the Lord will return. I have never understood 
how a Christian can believe that and believe in “the fall” at the same time. It seems to 
me that the Bible clearly teaches that sin has touched and bent every aspect of every 
human being. If this is so, how can we “make” the world better and better so that the 
Lord will come? The majority of orthodox Christians throughout history have believed 
that the Lord will come and bring all things to an end. Humans will not bring the world 
to such a level of goodness that the Lord can come. He will come to save the created 
order, not receive a saved order.

Some Christians talk endlessly about the second coming. Often the very same 
Christians will make foolish claims, and talk as if they know the details of God’s 
sovereign time table and plan, and how current nations or people fit in the Lord’s plan. 
We need to be careful that their error does not lead us into the opposite error of never 
talking about the second coming. Abuse should not lead to dis-use, but proper use. 
The doctrine of the second coming will both fill us with proper hope, and protect us 
from believing the errors of popular thought. 

The Lord wants you to have hope – to grow in hope. He wants you to grow in the 
confidence that He is sovereign and is in control of history. The Lord does not have a 
Plan B or C or D – plans He needs if human beings out wit or out manoeuvre Him. The 
Lord only has Plan A. We do not know the details, but we know Jesus. We know that 
the story of Him stooping like a servant to wash His disciples feet is a powerful picture 
of how He lived; why He died; how He rules – and what Plan A will be like. 

This blessed hope, of our Lord and Saviours’ sure return, will help protect us from 
common errors in the culture. All “progressive” thought is mistaken at a very deep 
level. There is no “Just Future” that history is moving to – we human beings are fallen. 
It is the Lord, not ideologues, who will bring in the New Heaven and Earth. All 
technological dreams of a “perfect” future through technology are likewise mistaken. 
“Conservative” beliefs of a more perfect human past now sliding to inevitable decay 
are also mistaken. There is no great society of the past, and the Lord, not our 
ancestors, is sovereign. Finally, Christians who talk as if they are “renewing all things” 
along with the Lord are also mistaken – we cannot “baptize” an error in our culture – 
but show how the error is an error – and that the blessed hope is far better.
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Knowing Jesus - John 13

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
 
 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
 
Attitudes. 

 1. Demons are real; really dangerous; really doomed.
 2. I cannot defeat demons, but by faith in Jesus, I can walk in His victory over 
 demons.
 3. Lord, help me to be so secure in You, that I will love in word and deed.

I need to grow in prayer.
 
 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you can   
 pray without reading:  
 
 Lord, I praise You that though I am weak and frail, still You love me and work   
 through me. Please grip me with the wonder of Your love; that You stooped to serve  
 and save me, so that I will live Your new commandment to Your glory and praise. In  
 Jesus’ name. Amen.

 

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
   
 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved  
 you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my  
 disciples, if you have love for one another.”

 John 13:34-35
 

I need to do something or start to do something.
 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading  
 me to _________________________________________________.”    
 


