
Making disciples of Jesus, gripped by the gospel, living for God’s glory.
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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH!

Sunday, November 25th, 2018

Today’s service: 
bible.com/events/518676

@messiah_church

Church of the Messiah, Ottawa

Messiah Church Ottawa Sermons

info@messiahchurch.ca
315 Lisgar St., Ottawa, ON, K2P 0E1

613-235-0596messiahchurch.ca

EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Judgement of the Lord - Esther 7:1 - 8:17

Donate online: givings@messiahchurch.ca

For Prayer
We have two targets.

To balance our books 
we need $64,000

To balance our books 
without having to 

use a bequest 
we need $84,000 

Saturday, December 8th!
9:30m at the Bible House
Sign-up at the coffee bar!

Save The Date
5pm December 1st

Carol Sing and Potluck at 
The Bible House!

Upcoming
Christmas Events

Children’s Chirstmas Pagaent
December 9th

Children’s Chirstmas Party
December 15th

Arise Ballet
December 16th

St. Joe’s Christmas bin will be at 
the Besserer entrance starting 

December 2nd



Pastor’s B
log

A Small Crowd?

Dear Friends,

It is easy for a church to drift into becoming a crowd on Sunday. It might be a 
large crowd of thousands or a small crowd of dozens, but it is still a crowd 
present to observe a performance. People are in the room together but make 
no attempt to know or be known by the other people in the room. It is also easy 
for a church to become a clique or a set of cliques. Those who call a clique 
church their own are so focused on friends and family that they do not truly 
welcome guests. Often clique churches also talk like vampires. Members say to 
each other, “What we need around here is some new blood.” Whether we are 
small or large, we need to pray God will deliver us from being a crowd and a 
clique. Here are four things to pray and think about.

First, please pray that we will deepen into community and not unravel into a 
crowd. We do not want to be a community united by politics or race or culture or 
music or taste. Pray we will grow into a community centered on, and built upon, 
Jesus and His saving death upon the cross. Pray we have a desire to connect 
with each other as we desire to connect with Jesus.

Second, please pray that people in Messiah will develop one or more significant 
relationships with people who call Messiah their church home. Jesus loved all 
the 
disciples, but He had a closer relationship with Peter, James and John. Pray 
that people in Messiah will develop close relationships with a few people as 
they develop a close relationship with Jesus. It is important for us to have a 
person or persons whom we come to know and who know us.

The third prayer is very important if we are praying into the first two matters. 
The first two prayers are prayers of deliverance from being a crowd. The third 
is a prayer of deliverance from unraveling into cliques. Please pray that God 
will make us deeply welcoming. Pray that as we learn to welcome Jesus more 
deeply into our life, we will learn to welcome guests and newcomers into our 
lives and into the community. Pray that we notice the person standing by 
themselves. Pray that we will walk across the room to say “hello” and talk and 
introduce. Pray that we will always prepare an “empty chair” or “place at the 
table” for the new guest who arrives.

Finally, please pray that God will draw people here who desire to know Jesus 
and be known by Him. Pray that we will be a people who invite and connect, all 
to the glory of the living God!

George +

The Story of Esther: Hidden God in a Broken World

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
	
	 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
	 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
	 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
	
	 Attitudes. 

	 1) The Bible does not divide the world into “the good people” and “the bad people”
	 2) No one escapes the judgement of the Lord
	 3) Jesus willingly bore the judgement I deserve.

I need to grow in prayer.
	
	 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until you can 		
	 pray without reading: 	
	
	 Almighty Lord, impress upon me the lostness of the lost; remind me of the power of 	
	 the Gospel; instill in me the habit of praying for the lost; and inspire me to share the 	
	 Gospel. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

	
I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
	  	
	 “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 	
	 our Lord.” 
 
	 Romans 6:23 
 

	I need to do something or start to do something.
	 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading 	
	 me to _________________________________________________.” 			 
	


