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Pastor’s Blog
Not My Fault

Dear Friends, 

There is an old joke that goes something like this, “After being in counselling 
and therapy, I now know that nothing is my fault.” We chuckle at this, and think 
of the people we know who think or act like this. The problem is, that a great 
deal of modern Christian singing, writing and preaching accepts this joke as 
truth. 

At the heart of the joke is recognition that there are in fact “therapies” which 
emphasize that we are passive, and that forces outside of us and beyond our 
control act on us. These “forces” force me to act in certain destructive ways. 
Since I am “passive” in these areas of my life, then it is really not my fault that I 
did these things. It is the “forces” fault.

Usually evangelical Christians will disagree with what I have just said. When the 
position is put baldly and clearly, we recognize that the Bible teaches real 
human freedom and responsibility – not god-like total freedom – but real, 
actual and substantive freedom and therefore real responsibility for many, 
if not all of our actions.

However, it is increasingly common to hear the Christians faith described in 
terms like these. “We are all broken.” “The Lord comes to us in our brokenness.” 
“He came to deliver us from our brokenness and shame”. “On the cross, Jesus 
came into our brokenness and shame and took it upon Himself to redeem it.” 
Now, there is a real sense where all of these statements are true. The problem is 
that statements like these are driving out of our preaching and singing the 
language of “you sin”; “you are at enmity with God”; “you have turned from 
Him”; “you suppress the truth about God”; “you have rejected Him”; “you have 
cast His words aside”.  

Do you notice the difference? The language of brokenness and shame is passive 
language. It is describing something that has happened to you. The language 
of “sin” is active language. It is something you do. If the language of our singing, 
counselling and preaching primarily uses passive language, or uses the passive 
language to explain active language – well we are no longer being biblical, 
and have started to inhabit a world view where, “it is not my fault”. The Bible 
acknowledges we can be broken and know shame, it knows we can be victims, 
but the primary and governing language is the language of sin – active 
language. Human beings are essentially active. We are not essentially passive. 
We choose. We do. We respond. 

Another way to look at this is to see that the modern tendencies in singing and 
speaking reflect a tragic confusion between us being passive and active. The 
principal scriptural language is that when it comes to grace and mercy we are 
passive. God does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. When it comes to 
salvation, we receive, we are acted upon by the Lord who is full of power, mercy 
and grace. Tragically, when we emphasize that with our “faults” we are passive, 
then we will believe that our salvation is primarily active – something we are 
responsible for. The Bible teaches this wonderful mystery that we are active 
in our sin, passive in salvation – and behold, our “passive” receiving of grace 
inflames our desire for active godliness. 
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No Other: The Story of Jonah - Furious With The Lord                               Jonah 4:1- 4

GROWING IN GRACE

I need to develop godly attitudes.
	
	 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
	 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
	 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in. Do this in conjunction with A & B!
	

Attitudes. 

	 1. My enmity to God operates quietly in the background of my life.
	 2. My anger easily slides into hatred.
	 3. Lord help me to be slow to speak, slow to anger, and quick to listen.

I need to grow in prayer.
	
	 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible. Pray this prayer until 		
	 you can pray without reading: 	
	
	 Lord, You are full of grace and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in 
	 steadfast love. You take no delight in the death of a sinner, but desire 
	 that we will turn from our wrong doing, and live. Please bring the good 
	 news of who Jesus is and what He did for me, deep into my heart so that 
	 I will be slow to speak, slow to anger, and quick to listen. In Jesus’ Name. 	
	 Amen.

I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
	  	
	 “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of 		
	 the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new 	
	 every morning; great is your faithfulness.”

	 Lamentations 3:21-23

I need to do something or start to do something.
	
	 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit 	
	 is leading me to __________________________________________.” 	 	
		


