
He died that I might live
Reading: John 6: 1-40

GROWING IN GRACE
I need to develop godly attitudes.
 A) Pray for godly attitudes in general & certain attitudes in particular.
 B) Ask others to pray the same thing for you.
 C) Repeat the attitude to help it sink in.  Do this in conjunction with A & B!
 
 Attitudes. 
 1) I will pray for at least one impossible person to receive Christ.
 2) I receive eternal life by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. 
 3) When I put my trust in Jesus, He will never abandon me or let me go.

I need to grow in prayer.
 A great way to do this is to learn to pray the Bible.  Pray this prayer until you can   
 pray without reading:    
 
	 Lord	Jesus	Christ,	all	of	my	deepest	longings	and	yearnings	find	their	satisfaction		
	 in	You.		Please	fan	into	flame	my	deepest	yearnings	and,	as	they	grow	stronger,		 	
	 keep	them	fixed	on	You.		Please	pour	out	the	Holy	Spirit	and	make	me		 	 	
	 Your	disciple,	gripped	by	Your	Gospel,	living	for	Your	glory.	Amen!!
 
I need to get God’s word in my mind and heart.
	 Jesus	said	to	them,	“I	am	the	bread	of	life;	whoever	comes	to	me	shall	not	hunger,		
	 and	whoever	believes	in	me	shall	never	thirst.			John 6:35

I need to do something or start to do something.
 Complete the following sentence: “In light of God’s word, the Holy Spirit is leading  
 me to _________________________________________________.” 

GOING DEEPER

For this week:  

Go to http://messiahchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/John-Ch-530-Ch-9.pdf 
 
and follow pages 4 and 5

For next week:  

Go to http://messiahchurch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/John-Ch-530-Ch-9.pdf

and follow pages 6 and 7

Next week’s reading is John 6: 41-71

Making	disciples	of	Jesus,	gripped	by	the	gospel,	living	for	God’s	glory.
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March 25, 2018 Pastor’s B
log

Wednesdays
7:30pm @84 Fairmont Ave
Thursdays 
10am - Moms and Tots (see Anna Hadwen) 
7pm @ 267 Sunnyside Ave and 110 Nelson 

John 6, Holy Communion and the Mass

Dear friends,

Does the Bible teach, that when you take communion, you are eating Christ’s real 
flesh and drinking His real blood?  Roman Catholics appeal to John 6 to support their 
belief that this is the case.  In fact, I have heard it said many times by devout Roman 
Catholics that, Protestants like me, interpret the Bible “literally” except when it comes 
to John 6.   Then it is the Roman Catholics who are truly Biblical.  

In my two sermons on John 6 I am going to ignore this issue, but I want to use this 
blog to briefly address the issue.  In short, I believe that Roman Catholics misread the 
text.  

First, there are four times in the Bible when the institution of the Lord’s Supper, or Holy 
Communion, is talked about.  Three of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) record 
Jesus instituting the Lord’s Supper in the context of the Passover meal.  Paul just 
records that Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper.  In none of these four accounts is the 
notion of literal flesh and blood being consumed taught.

Second, it is very significant that in John’s Gospel there is no record of Jesus institut-
ing the Lord’s Supper.  A natural way to read John’s Gospel as a whole is to say that 
John did not include a story of Jesus instituting the Lord’s Supper precisely so that we 
would not mistakenly connect John 6 to the Lord’s Supper.

Third, Roman Catholics claim that John 6 is John’s version of the Lord’s Supper.  But 
there is no evidence for this and all the evidence points against the idea.  In the other 
three Gospels Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper at a Passover meal on the night He 
was betrayed.  The events of John 6 take place a year before the Last Supper and 
John makes this clear by making a passing reference to events taking place near a 
Passover (not on a Passover) and that has to be a year before the Passover when 
the Lord’s Supper is instituted.  As well, John does not connect the teaching of John 
6 to communion, but to the miracle of Jesus feeding the five thousand men and an 
unknown number of women and children from five loaves and two fish.  Note this.  It 
is in a context of a meal of bread and fish that Jesus talks about Him being the bread 
from heaven.  As well, there’s a very clear Old Testament reference in John 6 but it is 
not the Passover.  It is a reference to God providing manna in the wilderness!

Fourth, when we read John 6 itself and when we read it in the context of all of John we 
see very clearly that Jesus is not muddying the water by providing another way to be 
saved (taking Holy Communion) apart from faith in Him.  John has a very consistent 
message using a variety of Old Testament references and natural images which he 
tells us in his summary statement near the end of his Gospel: Now	Jesus	did	many	
other	signs	in	the	presence	of	the	disciples,	which	are	not	written	in	this	book;	but	
these	are	written	so	that	you	may	believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	God,	and	
that	by	believing	you	may	have	life	in	his	name. John 20: 30-31 (ESV)

Friends, please pray that I will listen and learn from the Bible well.  Pray I will preach 
well for the good of people and the glory of God.  Pray I will always lift Jesus high!

George+

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH!
We are glad you are here!  We are a prayerful, Bible-teaching, evangelical church in the 
heart of the city with a heart for the city and the world.  We are a member of the Anglican 
Network in Canada and part of the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans.  We seek to be 
a biblically faithful and orthodox church within the Anglican Way of following Jesus.  

Are you new?  Get connected!
Is this your first visit to Church of the    
Messiah?  Thank you for being with 
us.  Interested in learning more about            
Messiah and getting connected?  See the 
contact info on the front of the bulletin.

Nursery & Sunday School
Nursery (0 - 24 months) and Sunday 
School (2 yrs - Grade 6) are available at 
the 10am service.  Nursery children meet 
in the Green Room in the basement (ask 
a door host). Sunday school kids are 
invited to follow the cross after the last 
worship song. 

The church office is closed until 
April 9.  Voicemail will be checked 
on weekdays. Time sensitive 
emails can be sent to: timesensitive@
messiahchurch.ca


