
Ten Words to live by

WORD #9:Don’t bear false witness (Exod. 20:16; 23:1-3, Eph. 4:20-25) 

Did you know… 

Who is our father? 

The DNA paternity test 

To be true to the spirit of this commandment… 

1. Be promoters of justice 

The original context of this commandment 

The witness 

The built-in legal protections (Deut. 17:6-7, 19:18-19) 

3 subtle ways false testimony creeps into our lives: 

• when we collude with the guilty (Exod. 23:1) 

• when we conform to the crowd (Exod. 23:2, cf. Lev. 5:1) 

• when we show compromised compassion (Exod. 23:3 cf. v6) 

2. Be protectors of our neighbour’s good name 

The larger courtroom (Matt. 12:36) 

What kind of witness am I? 
 
 
One of the most common ways we break the 9th commandment 

Gossip (Prov 18:8, 16:28) 

Not merely called to avoid damaging our neighbour’s reputation, but… 

A clarification 

3. Be proclaimers of the gospel 

Jesus, the faithful witness 



Ten Words to live by

What God always intended his people to be – Isaiah 43:10, Acts 1:8, Eph 4:25, 29


