KEC ORDER OF SERVICE/SERMON OUTLINE 26 Sept 2021 (KEC SERVICE Online)

Please take note that this Sunday’s service begins at 8.30am, not 9am.

We will not be showing any new Kids’ Church Videos for the moment. Please do join one of
our Sunday School groups instead! Contact Abang Trang for more info.

You can access the livestream at https://www.facebook.com/bemkec/live videos/
Or on Youtube here: https://youtube.com/bemkec/live

8.30am — Livestream starts

Livestream link should be available by 8.25am latest.

1. CALL TO WORSHIP - Proverbs 16:1-9
2. WORSHIP in SONG (with Jeremy Ng)

SONG 1: God is able
SONG 2: All the way my Saviour leads me

3. Theology is for Doxology: A Primer on Providence

4. Prayers

5. Sermon passage: Genesis 24:1-25:18 (Bible reading: Genesis 24:1-67; 25:7-11)
24 Abraham was now very old, and the LoRD had blessed him in every way. 2 He said to the

senior servant in his household, the one in charge of all that he had, ‘Put your hand under my
thigh. 2 1 want you to swear by the LoRD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you
will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom | am
living, 4but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.’
°>The servant asked him, ‘What if the woman is unwilling to come back with me to this land?
Shall I then take your son back to the country you came from?’

® ‘Make sure that you do not take my son back there,” Abraham said. ’ ‘The LORD, the God of
heaven, who brought me out of my father’s household and my native land and who spoke to
me and promised me on oath, saying, “To your offspring® I will give this land”— he will send
his angel before you so that you can get a wife for my son from there. 8 If the woman is
unwilling to come back with you, then you will be released from this oath of mine. Only do
not take my son back there.” ° So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master
Abraham and swore an oath to him concerning this matter.

10Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels loaded with all kinds of
good things from his master. He set out for Aram Naharaim™ and made his way to the town
of Nahor. 1 He made the camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it was towards
evening, the time the women go out to draw water.
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12 Then he prayed, ‘LORD, God of my master Abraham, make me successful today, and show
kindness to my master Abraham. 13 See, | am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of
the townspeople are coming out to draw water. 14 May it be that when | say to a young
woman, “Please let down your jar that [ may have a drink,” and she says, “Drink, and I'll
water your camels too”— let her be the one you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this |
will know that you have shown kindness to my master.’

15 Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She was
the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. 6 The
woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She went down to the
spring, filled her jar and came up again.

17 The servant hurried to meet her and said, ‘Please give me a little water from your jar.’

18 ‘Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a drink.
19 After she had given him a drink, she said, ‘I’ll draw water for your camels too, until they
have had enough to drink.” 2° So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the
well to draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels. 2* Without saying a word, the
man watched her closely to learn whether or not the LORD had made his journey successful.

22\When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose ring weighing a
bekal® and two gold bracelets weighing ten shekels.[l 22 Then he asked, ‘Whose daughter are
you? Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?’

24 She answered him, ‘I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah bore to

Nahor.” 2> And she added, ‘We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for you to
spend the night.’

26 Then the man bowed down and worshipped the LORD, 2 saying, ‘Praise be to the LORD, the
God of my master Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my
master. As for me, the LORD has led me on the journey to the house of my master’s relatives.’

28 The young woman ran and told her mother’s household about these things. 2 Now Rebekah
had a brother named Laban, and he hurried out to the man at the spring. % As soon as he had
seen the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and had heard Rebekah tell what the
man said to her, he went out to the man and found him standing by the camels near the
spring. 3 ‘Come, you who are blessed by the LORD,” he said. ‘Why are you standing out
here? | have prepared the house and a place for the camels.’

3250 the man went to the house, and the camels were unloaded. Straw and fodder were
brought for the camels, and water for him and his men to wash their feet. 3 Then food was set
before him, but he said, ‘I will not eat until I have told you what I have to say.’

‘Then tell us,” Laban said.

3480 he said, ‘I am Abraham’s servant. % The LoRD has blessed my master abundantly, and
he has become wealthy. He has given him sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female
servants, and camels and donkeys. * My master’s wife Sarah has borne him a son in her old
age, and he has given him everything he owns. 3” And my master made me swear an oath, and
said, “You must not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose
land I live, ®but go to my father’s family and to my own clan, and get a wife for my son.”
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3 ‘Then I asked my master, “What if the woman will not come back with me?”

40 ‘He replied, “The LoRD, before whom | have walked faithfully, will send his angel with
you and make your journey a success, so that you can get a wife for my son from my own
clan and from my father’s family. 4* You will be released from my oath if, when you go to my
clan, they refuse to give her to you — then you will be released from my oath.’

42 “When I came to the spring today, I said, “LORD, God of my master Abraham, if you will,
please grant success to the journey on which I have come. 3 See, | am standing beside this
spring. If a young woman comes out to draw water and I say to her, ‘Please let me drink a
little water from your jar,” ** and if she says to me, ‘Drink, and I’ll draw water for your
camels too,” let her be the one the LORD has chosen for my master’s son.”

45 <Before | finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, with her jar on her shoulder. She
went down to the spring and drew water, and I said to her, “Please give me a drink.”

46 ‘She quickly lowered her jar from her shoulder and said, “Drink, and I’ll water your camels
t00.” So I drank, and she watered the camels also.

47 ‘T asked her, “Whose daughter are you?”

‘She said, “The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.”

“Then I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms, 8 and | bowed down and
worshipped the LORD. | praised the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me
on the right road to get the granddaughter of my master’s brother for his son. 4° Now if you
will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know
which way to turn.’

50 Laban and Bethuel answered, ‘This is from the LORD; we can say nothing to you one way
or the other. 3! Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become the wife of your master’s
son, as the LORD has directed.’

%2 When Abraham’s servant heard what they said, he bowed down to the ground before
the LORD. % Then the servant brought out gold and silver jewellery and articles of clothing
and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave costly gifts to her brother and to her mother. 5 Then
he and the men who were with him ate and drank and spent the night there.
When they got up the next morning, he said, ‘Send me on my way to my master.’
55 But her brother and her mother replied, ‘Let the young woman remain with us ten days or
so; then youl® may go.’
%6 But he said to them, ‘Do not detain me, now that the LORD has granted success to my
journey. Send me on my way so | may go to my master.’
" Then they said, ‘Let’s call the young woman and ask her about it.” °® So they called
Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?’
‘I'will go,” she said.
59 So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and Abraham’s servant
and his men. 8 And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,
‘Our sister, may you increase

to thousands upon thousands;
may your offspring possess

the cities of their enemies.’


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24-25&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-647e

®1 Then Rebekah and her attendants got ready and mounted the camels and went back with
the man. So the servant took Rebekah and left.

62 Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. ¢ He went out to
the field one evening to meditate,[ and as he looked up, he saw camels

approaching. % Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel ° and
asked the servant, ‘Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?’

‘He is my master,” the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself.

% Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. 7 Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother
Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was
comforted after his mother’s death.

25 Abraham had taken another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 She bore him Zimran,
Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak and Shuah. 2 Jokshan was the father of Sheba and Dedan;
the descendants of Dedan were the Ashurites, the Letushites and the Leummites. # The sons
of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanok, Abida and Eldaah. All these were descendants of
Keturah.

5> Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac. ® But while he was still living, he gave gifts to
the sons of his concubines and sent them away from his son Isaac to the land of the east.

" Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. 8 Then Abraham breathed his last and died
at a good old age, an old man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people. ° His sons
Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron
son of Zohar the Hittite, ° the field Abraham had bought from the Hittites.l”! There Abraham
was buried with his wife Sarah. 1 After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac, who
then lived near Beer Lahai Roi.

12 This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Ishmael, whom Sarah’s slave,
Hagar the Egyptian, bore to Abraham.

13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, listed in the order of their birth: Nebaioth the
firstborn of Ishmael, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 4 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, > Hadad, Tema,
Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah. 16 These were the sons of Ishmael, and these are the names of
the twelve tribal rulers according to their settlements and camps. *” Ishmael lived a hundred
and thirty-seven years. He breathed his last and died, and he was gathered to his

people. 8 His descendants settled in the area from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of
Egypt, as you go towards Ashur. And they lived in hostility towards™ all the tribes related to
them.
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SERMON OUTLINE: God can be trusted (Genesis 24:1-25:18)

How do | know if this or that is God’s will for my situation? And what should | do in the
meantime?

What Genesis 24 is not about

How should we live even when we’re not sure of the specific step to take?
1. Act faithfully in line with what God has revealed to us (Genesis 24:1-9)
Old

The bigger question

The servant’s important job

The non-negotiable

What if...

Abraham is acting in line with what he knows of God’s plans & promises!

What many of us want

Abraham doesn’t need to go “find” God’s will, because he already knows it

How we act

God doesn’t want to be treated like Google



2. Trust our faithful and kind God for his providence (24:10-61)

The servant’s prayer

Posture

An appeal to God’s character, grounded in the revealed promises of God.
A firm belief that God is absolutely sovereign

The rest of chp 24: a vindication of this belief

The test in the sign

What this story is really all about:

The providence of God

“The Scriptures know nothing of a creation or a history that is at a single moment
independent of God’s agency. The question is not whether God is involved in every aspect of
our lives but how God is involved.” (Michael Horton, The Christian Faith)

Precious, because...

A guardrail on a mountain highway

Not mere puppets



3. Be reassured, because God keeps on being faithful and kind, even beyond the grave
(24:62-25:18)

The conclusion to this love story

Setting the stage for the greatest love story of all

The Heavenly Father will provide for his beloved Son a bride

How? Through trustworthy servants

Our Bridegroom is faithful and kind

The lesson of the entire Abraham story

One day, God will present the bride to His Son

Response: By Faith




ANOUNCEMENTS

e Connect cards

o Giving

¢ Next week, one of our deacons, Benjamin Baru, will be preaching.

e Equip Doctrine 1 classes has been rescheduled to Sunday afternoon for this Sunday
(26t September), 2-4pm. We will be back to our regular meeting time on Saturday
morning next week.

e The "Women of the Word" book group will run starting today from Sept 26 to Oct
31 on Zoom at 10.30am after Sunday service, led by Sharon Ling.

e Bible Handling Skills Seminar: Understanding 2 Peter. Speaker: lvan Chow.This
seminar is for all Christians who would like to be better equipped at reading and
understanding the Bible. Register and join Online, three consecutive Monday nights
starting 18th October. Each evening session will include 30-45 min of small group
discussion. Some preparation required. Registration link: https://bit.ly/bhs2Peter

e Prayer Meeting this Wednesday —on Zoom till further notice

BENEDICTION
12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For
the joy that was set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. 2 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so
that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

- Hebrews 12:1-3



