[RE]INTRODUCING THE HOLY SPIRIT

Led by the Spirit 
Benjamin Franklin: “Two certainties in life – death and taxes”
Apostle Paul: “Actually, it’s sin and death.”

An average day
So used to the reality
But Romans 8:13a – “…you will die”!

	“if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body…” (v.13)
	“you will live” (v.13)

	“those who are led by the Spirit…” (v.14)
	“are the children of God.” (v.14)


≥ The Holy Spirit is the difference-maker! He leads us to fight sin so we would live and know we are children of God.

1. The Holy Spirit liberates you to fulfil the law (Romans 8:1-4)

The law exposes
v.2 under the “law of sin and death”

The law is powerless (v3a). Like a
· Fire alarm
· Kitchen knife cutting diamonds

The ineffectiveness of moralistic behavioral change

What the law cannot do, God can do!
· The Son’s work (v.3)
· The Spirit’s work (v.2, 4)
Set free from sin and death, for a life shaped by the Spirit
The diamond-cutter

2. The Holy Spirit leads you to walk the way of life (Romans 8:5-9, 12-13)

The fundamental contrast in v.5-8
	Flesh (non-Christian)           vs     Spirit (Christian)

	Dead set on sinful desires           Wants what God wants
Death                                               Life and peace
Hostile/Displeasing to God



Cannot have one foot in either side (v.9)

Battle! Wartime, not peacetime

Sin is now your ex-boss. No obligation (v.12-13). 
Ex-girlfrend vs new relationship

But sometimes, it sure feels like non-Christians are “better” than the Christians! How do we account for that difference?
i. Don’t mistake surface behaviour with change in the heart
ii. Remember those who come to new life in the Spirit do not start their new life from the same place
iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]God could be using you to help someone act in line with the Holy Spirit

3. The Holy Spirit lets us know we have the privileges of sonship (Romans 8:10-11, 14-17)

Self-identification vs the Spirit’s testimony (v.16)
The subjective, emotional reality (v.15) – we fight for who we love
Our final destination (v.10-11, 17)
So keep following his leading
Take advantage of our KEC LIBRARY! Here are some recommended books on the Holy Spirit!
*Also a reminder to those with overdue library books to return them! 

Experiencing the Spirit by Graham Beynon (2.6BEY)
If you want a well-rounded introduction to the Holy Spirit, it’s hard to beat this one. Readable and enlightening. Recommended by Ps Brian.

The Mystery of the Holy Spirit by R.C Sproul (2.6SPR)
If you feel ready to dig even deeper after this sermon series, you might want to try this one out. It’s a little more theological.

Baptism and Fulness by John Stott (2.6STO)
If you want to explore the baptism and filling of the Holy Spirit in a bit more detail, this classic from John Stott will be a great aid.

Why not use the Good Friday/Easter season to reflect afresh on the cross and resurrection?

Cross-Examined by Mark Meynell (2.7MEY)
Why did Jesus really have to die on the cross? Why doesn’t God just forgive? This book unpacks the truth of the cross with lots of vivid illustrations. Recommended by Ps Brian.

Lifted by Sam Allberry (2.7ALL)
Is the resurrection really that important for the Christian life? Yes, Jesus rose again, but is that all there is to it? This book helps unpack the significance of the resurrection.

In Christ by Steve Timmis & Christopher de la Hoyde (2.8TIM)
What does it mean to say we’re “in Christ”? This book tells you!
