20:20 VISION

[bookmark: _GoBack]Join in God’s mission! (Acts 10:1-11:18)

The Sneetches


Human nature – we naturally like to divide people

The pain of being on the outside

Throughout the Bible, God cares about the outsider
God’s mission: to bring all peoples back to him 
(eg. Gen. 12:3; Deut. 10:17-18; Isaiah 56:8, 60:3)

Can be like star-bellied Sneetches! So God needs to prepare us to buy into and join in his mission

Acts 1-7: Jews // Acts 8: Samaritans // Acts 10: an even bigger turning pt

The outsider (10:1-8)

Cornelius


God at work, even in faraway, less obvious places


The insider (10:9-22)

Peter the Jew

The shocking vision
Getting the message – it’s about people!


The two come together (10:23-33)

God wants to welcome the outsider!
A message that makes its way into Peter’s heart – hence unthinkable actions!


Grasping how revolutionary God’s mission is

The universal gospel’s power (10:34-46)

One person, one Lord, one gospel…to everyone!

God does not show favouritism (v.34-35), made clear in their reception of the Holy Spirit (v.44-46)

Prejudices have to disappear (11:1-18)


3 final applications:
1) If God’s mission is to reach out to those on the outside, then that must be our mission too.
2) If God’s gospel means we are nothing but outsiders who’ve been graciously included, then we mustn’t have an attitude of fearing or lording it over others, but to invite them in.
3) If God doesn’t need Cornelius to become a Jew to be a Christian, then we mustn’t set up unnecessary barriers to somebody becoming a Christian.
