JOURNEY THROUGH THE WILDERNESS (THE BOOK OF NUMBERS)

Purity and Praise (Numbers 5-8)

What word or image does “holiness” conjure up for you?

Our way vs the Bible’s way of thinking about holiness
Eg. Psalm 29:2 

A beautiful people

Special preparations to be made


Why is holiness so important and necessary?

1. Be holy, because the Lord is holy (cf. Lev. 19:2, 1 Peter 1:15)

What does it mean to say the Lord is holy?


Defilement


The sun


Life and death, clean and unclean cannot mix (cf. Rev. 21:27)


Other ways the Lord is shown to be holy
The beauty of God’s holiness



The Nazarite vow (Numbers 6): expressing a desire to be holy



The Bible ultimately frames holiness not as a negative, but as a positive


2. Be holy, because the Lord makes us holy

Assumption of unholiness


Breaking a vow unintentionally


We live in a fallen world, in the realm of sin and death (Romans 5:12-21), and so sin touches and twists everything


Naturally unholy


The blessing of Numbers 6:22-27  Jesus (Heb. 13:12; Rev. 21:27, 22:3-5)
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