JOURNEY THROUGH THE WILDERNESS (NUMBERS)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Back to the depths (Numbers 25)
Measuring the spiritual health of a church
· Numbers?
· “Spiritual atmosphere”?

What signs do the Scriptures encourage us to look for?

Israel – by external indicators, looking healthy!
· Numerous
· Victorious
· Blessed

“The Bible startles its readers by the way it juxtaposes the brightest of revelations and the darkest of sins. The lawgiving at Sinai was followed by the making of the golden calf...” – Gordon Wenham

1. When we realise how dangerous sin is

“They began to whore around” (v.1, ESV)

Sacred prostitution


A familiar foe (Numbers 31:16)


The dangers of success

Guarding against idolatry (cf. Rev. 2:15)

Sexual temptation
2. When we recognize how destructive sin is

Judgement


Paralysis


Open contempt


The two great lies of Satan:
· “You will not surely die” (cf. Eph. 5:5)

· “It doesn’t really matter” (cf. 1 Cor. 5:6)

3. When we resolve to be zealous for the LORD

Phinehas


Zealous for the LORD’s honour

Lukewarm Christians

*4. When we’re real about our sin and our need for a Saviour
Total depravity

Pointing ahead 

Our church
