HOW HAVE I LOVED THEE? (MALACHI)

Breaking the faith, or keeping the faith? (Mal. 2:10-16)
Intro

What does it look like to be faithful in the area of relationships, especially the marriage relationship?

Issue being introduced: v.10

Horizontal…
but cannot be separated from the vertical
for God is the Creator and Divine Designer (v.10a)

God’s design for marriage – v.15 (ESV)

· Exclusive
· Monogamous
· Permanent
· Well-defined
– “one flesh”

· A reflection of the relationship between God and his people

Hence, being unfaithful to one another is being unfaithful to God (v.11)

2 ways we’re to keep the faith:

1. Keep the faith by who you choose (v.11-12)

“marrying women who worship a foreign god” (v.11b)

Racist?


The 2 boats
Public dimension: the corrupting effect (cf. Deuteronomy 7:3-4)


Result of such marriages: 

· Desecration of temple (v.11)
· Cut off from covenant blessings (v.12)

Today? Remember we apply as NT Christians
The BIG Application: don’t pursue non-Christians! (cf. 2 Cor 6:14)

Pursue someone who loves Jesus

Dating?
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What if I’m the non-Christian married to the Christian?

2. Keep the faith to who you choose (v.13-16)
Divorce (v.13-14)…is like doing violence to your spouse (v.16)

Public dimension (v.15b): threatening God’s redemptive purposes

What if I’ve experienced the pain of divorce? Have I done wrong? 
Matt. 19; 1 Cor. 7:15
If your heart is heavy

3 final, broader applications:
i. it’s never wise to compartmentalize our relational life from our devotional life
ii. our distinctiveness as God’s people matters
iii. God is still good and faithful	…so be on your guard, and don’t be unfaithful
